Eved Hashem — Gadol BeYisrael

HaGaon HaKadosh

HaRav Chaim Michoel Dov Weissmandel ZTVK "L

(4. Cheshvan 5664/ 25. Oktober 1903, Debrecen, Osztrak—Magyar Monarchia —
6 Kislev 5718/ 29. November 1957, Mount Kisco, New York)

EBep Xalllem — I'agosib becpasiab
XaTl'aon XaKamgom XaPas Xaum-Muxasib-/[oB BalicMmaHeJIb;

Klenot medzi Klal Yisroel, Velky Muz, Bojovnik, Velky Tzaddik, vynikajaci Talmid
Chacham. Takyto ¢lovek pride na svet iba raz za par storodi. ,,Je to Hrdina
vsetkych Zidovskych generacii — ale aj pre kazdého, kto potrebuje priklad
odvazneho c¢loveka, aby sa pozrel, kedy je potrebna pomoc pre tych, ktori
st prenasledovani a ohrozeni zni¢cenim v dnesnom svete.*

HaRav Chaim Michoel Dov Weissmandel ZTVK "L, je najvacsi Hrdina obdobia
Holokaustu. Jeho nadl'udské usilie o zdchranu tisicov I'udi od smrti, ale tieZ pokisit sa
zastavit Holokaust v priebehu vojny predstavuje jeden z najpozoruhodnejsich
prikladov Zidovskej historie tiplného odhodlania a obete za téelom zachrany Zidov.
Nesnazil sa zachranit iba niektorych Zidov, ale vSetkych. Ctil a bojoval za kazdy
Zidovsky Zivot a smutil za kazdou dusou, ktorl’l nemohol zachranit.

Nadl'udské tsilie Rebeho Michoela Ber Weissmandla oddialilo deportacie viac ako
30 000 Zidov na Slovensku o dva roky. Zohral vedicu alohu pri zichrane tisicov
zivotov v Madarsku, ked netnavne pracoval na zverejiiovani ,Osviené¢imskych
protokolov® o nacistickych krutostiach a genocide, aby ,prebudil® medzinarodné
spolocenstvo. V koneénom dosledku to ukoncilo deportacie v Mad’arsku a usSetrilo
desiatky tisic Zivotov madarskych Zidov.

Reb Michoel Ber Weissmandel bol absolutne nebojacny. Avsak, jeho nebojacnost sa
nenarodila z odvahy, ale zo strachu ... neba. Kazdy den, az do svojej smrti ho tazil
smutok pre milidny, ktori nemohli byt spaseni.




sProsim, seriéozne sStudujte Toru,“ povedal HaRav Chaim Michoel
Dov Weissmandel ZTVK "L svojim studentom, "spomina Rav Spitzer. ,,Ved’ zomrelo
mnoho tisic vasich vrstovnikov, a na vas lezi zodpovednost vyplnit
stratené!“

HaRav Chaim Michoel Dov Weissmandel ZTVK "L opisal tento tragicky pribeh vo
svojej knihe Min HaMeitzar, Mun amenap (113 tecuunsr), Min Ha Metzar (from the
depths of distress).

,wLen cez Toru je nas Narod Narodom!“ (Rabbi Saadiah Gaon).

AKk stoji Israel, nie je to preto, Zze Boh je pevnou materialnou
podporou, ale preto, Ze ho jeho B-h nesie na orlich kridlach
svojej VSemohucnosti.
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PRO MEMORIA.

»Tak vedie cesta nasa zivotom medzi nebesami a zemou; hI'adme, aby nam ta cesta
bola ku cti pred nebesami a zemou.“

HaRav Chaim Michoel Dov Weissmandel ZTVK "L, je pre nas a naSich
potomkov toho zZiarivym prikladom.

Via Vitae, /Topora ’Kusnu, Lebensweg.

HaGaon HaKadosh HaRav Chaim Michoel
Dov Weissmandel ZTVK "L.

»Vita enim mortuorum in memoria est posita vivorum. JKu3Hb yMepIIIHX OCTaeTCS B
nmamsATy kuByiux. Das Leben der Toten wird in der Erinnerung der Lebenden gelegt.
The life of the dead lies in the memory of the living.*

(Cicero's Orations, Philippicae 9, 10,)

I. Pars

Rabin, ktery chtél zastavit Holokaust
Autor: Marek Cejka

70. let po osvobozeni Osvétimi neni od véci pripomenout si
polozapomenuty pribéh rabina Weissmandla z bratislavské "Pracovni
skupiny", ktei'i se velmi aktivné snazili zastavit Holokaust, avSak jeho
snahy narazily pirinejmensim na nepochopeni ze strany svobodného svéta.

Chajim Michael Dov Weissmandl, 71aino' a7 780'm n"n

25. fijna 1903 — 29. listopadu 1957 - 4. ches$van 5664 — 6. kislev 5718




Ultraortodoxni Zidé (charedim) byli za druhé svétové véalky jednou z nejvice
ohroZenych skupin zidovského obyvatelstva — byli bezbranni svym pacifismem, velmi
casto chudi, a nejen Ze byli ohroZeni nacisty, ale ¢asto se netésili ani prizni mistniho
obyvatelstva. Navic byli (na rozdil od asimilovanych Zid{) zcela jasné rozeznatelni
podle svého vzezfeni (vidyt z pohledu nékterych ,jakoby vypadli“ z rtznych
antisemitskych karikatur) a vzhledem k hluboce intelektualnimu zZivotnimu stylu na
tom nebyli obvykle ani fyzicky prili§ dobre, takze méli horsi Sanci prezit valeéné tutrapy.

Po druhé svétové valce bylo vycitano evropskym ultraortodoxnim rabintm, Ze
nedostate¢né motivovali své priznivce, aby zavcas uprchli z nacisty okupované Evropy
do bezpedi, zvlast do Palestiny, nebot sionismus byl v pifimém rozporu s jejich virou.
Za valky vSak necinili chyby zdaleka jen rabini, ale také politici mnoha zemi, které
zlistaly svobodné, a chyby ¢inili i ¢cinovnici sionistického hnuti mimo Evropu. Zachrana
a pomoc zidovskym uprchlikim ze strany svobodného svéta (vCetné
prvorepublikového Ceskoslovenska pted valkou) je ponékud temnou strankou dé&jin
Zapadu. Pro pristéhovalecké kvoty byla rada zidovskych uprchliki navracena do
nebezpeéné Evropy, a pokud za valky dochézelo k jejich zachrané, bylo tak nékdy
¢inéno i znacéné selektivnim zptisobem.

V Evropé i jinde tehdy Zila ¥ada vynikajicich osobnosti — at uz Zidd, ¢i Nezidd, jez si
byly dostatecné védomé valeénych genocidnich nebezpeci a projevili odvahu, ktera
pomohla zachranit fadu lidskych Zivotd. Jednim z nich byl rabin Michael Dov
Weissmandl, ktery mezi ostatnimi rabiny té doby vynikal svym aktivismem. Za valky
se pokusil zachranit co nejvétsi podet Zidd, a to i za cenu toho, Ze musel vyjednavat s
nacisty a uplacet je.

Rodak z Uherského Debrecina stravil velkou ¢ast svého zivota mezi Trnavou, Nitrou a
Bratislavou na dne$nim Slovensku. Jeho rodina patfila k nechasidskému sméru
ortodoxniho Zidovstvi. V Trnavé se pozdé&ji také ozenil. Vzal si za Zenu dceru svého
ulitele rabina Samuela Davida Ungara (1886-1945), posledniho predstaveného
ptvodni nitranské Jesivy.

Mlady a vzdélany Weissmandl se stal odbornikem na staré manuskripty a pii této
¢innosti navstévoval rizné knihovny a hodné cestoval. Pri téchto prilezitostech zavital
i na Oxfordskou univerzitu. V Anglii si také vybudoval dobré kontakty (mj. i na biskupa
z Canterbury), které mu pozdéji pomohly v jeho zachrannych aktivitich. Po anslusu
Rakouska se Weissmandlovi podatilo pomoci Sedesati rabintim, které nacisté vyhnali
z Rakouska, a Ceskoslovensko je nebylo ochotno p¥ijmout. Weissmandl pro né dokazal
obstarat britska viza.




Druha svétova valka

Béhem druhé svétové valky
Weissmandl své aktivity zesilil, jak jen
to bylo v podminkach Slovenského
statu  mozné. Béhem valky se
pohyboval mezi Nitrou a Bratislavou, a
< ! to az do roku 1944, kdy musel nastoupit
Gisi Fleischmann do transportu. Od roku 1942 stal
1897-1944 Weissmandl spoletné se sionistkou
A Gisi Fleischmannovou v cele tajné
~Pracovni skupiny“. Tato byla velmi zvlastnim spojenectvim: vedle ultraortodoxniho
Weissmandla zde ptisobili levicovi intelektudlové a sionisté. Skupina béhem valky
usilovala o zachranu co nejvétsiho poétu Zidd, a to i zptisobem, ktery béhem vélky i po
valce mnozi povazovali za ,nemoralni“ — tedy napftiklad prostfednictvim uplatkia
predstavitelim Slovenského Statu ¢i samotnym nacistiim. Po valce Weissmandl tvrdil,
zZe kdyby byla ze strany zahrani¢nich sionistii vétsi ochota, stacilo najit ve spravny cas
nékolik miliont dolart a transporty do koncentracnich tabort by byly v roce 1942
zastaveny. Doufal v takzvany "Plan Evropa“, jehoZ prostfednictvim by byly zastaveny
zidovské deportace po zaplaceni vysokych tplatkli nacistim, véetné diistojniki SS.

o] Ak R

Weissmandl pozdé&ji obvinil sionistické ¢initele, Ze nechtéli piispivat na zachranu Zidd,
pokud neodejdou do Palestiny. Weissmandl se za valky zaméril i na spojenecké politiky
a sionistické ¢inovniky a snazil se je vice motivovat k vétsimu zijmu o osud
vychodoevropskych Zidii. Pfes Svycarsko rozeslal mnoho varovnych dopisti, napf.
britskému premiéru Churchillovi, americkému prezidentu F. D. Rooseveltovi,
sionistickym viidctim v Palestiné a papezi Piovi XII., aby posilil jejich zajem o zidovské
osudy. Nedostalo se mu ale relevantni odezvy. Netspésné také vyzyval Spojence k
bombardovani Zeleznic vedoucich do Osvétimi.

15. kvétna 1944 poslal Weissmandl sionistickému vedeni v Palestiné dopis tohoto
znéni:

A vy — nasi bratfi v Palestiné a ve vSech svobodnych zemich, vy, kdoz stojite v Cele
svobodnych narodii — jak mtizete mléet, kdyz dochézi k takovym vrazdam? Jak mtizete
mldet, kdyz uz téméf Sest miliond Zidi bylo zavrazdéno? A mléite, kdyz dalsi tisice jsou
prave vrazdény a tisice ¢ekaji na smrt? Jejich zmucena srdce volaji o pomoc a narikaji
nad vasi krutosti: “Vy sami jste vrazi pro své kruté mlceni. Mate v rukou prostredky,
kterymi to miizete zastavit hned ted. Pro krev milidoni a slzy stovek tisic vas zddame a
prosime, abyste jednali hned ted!”

((Pozn. That is the order of events in Auschwitz to which...12,000 Jewish souls...will
be taken daily to be choked, to be burned, and to be manure for the fields. And you,
Brother Jews! And you, ministers of state in all countries! How can you keep quiet at
this murder in which up till now some six million Jews have already been murdered
and even now tens of thousands more are being killed every day?! From the desolation
in their souls, the murdered Jews cry out to you: ‘You are cruel! You are murderers,
because of your cruel silence and because you do nothing!’ ... in the name of the blood
of the millions and the tears of the millions, we beg you, we plead with you, we claim



http://www.tzemachdovid.org/gedolim/jo/tpersonality/rweissmandl.html
http://www.tzemachdovid.org/gedolim/jo/tpersonality/rweissmandl.html
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-H8r0WEXlBBs/VMeE019OsaI/AAAAAAAAHlY/F_HiE8DIaG0/s1600/gisifleischmann.jpg

and demand of you: do something immediately!)... extract from one of his letters
(Fuchs, p. 170, FUCHS Abraham (1984), The Unheeded Cry: The Gripping Story of
Rabbi Weissmandl, ArtScroll History Series, Mesorah Publications, Brooklyn.))

Weissmandl se také dostal na Slovensku do kontaktu s Zidy, kterym se podafilo
uprchnout z Osvétimi a ktefi mu sdélili sva hrtizna svédectvi. Weissmandl se pak jejich
vypovédi pokousel rozsifovat do Svycarska, Turecka a Palestiny, aby se dostaly dal k
lidem svobodného svéta. V té dobé ale malokdo véril, ze se takovato zvérstva opravdu
dé€la. Bratislavska ,,Pracovni skupina“ na sklonku valky spolupracovala i se sionistou
Rudolfem Kastnerem (Kasztnerem, Rezs6 Kasztner) (1906—1957), ktery za
valky vyjednaval o osudu Zidd@ mimo jinych i pifimo s ,architektem Soa“,
obersturmbannfiihrerem SS Adolfem Eichmannem. Jednim z vysledki jeho prace byl
tzv. Kastnertv vlak. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kastner train) Kastner valku
prezil a po vzniku Izraele se stal statnim trednikem. Nakonec vSak byl proti nému v
Izraeli zah4jen vykonstruovany soudni proces, v némz byl mimo jiné uznan pro své
vale¢né aktivity vinnym z toho, Ze idajné ,prodal svoji dusi dablu®. Byl sice pozd€ji
o¢iStén izraelskym Nejvyssim soudem, ale byl zanedlouho zavrazdén Zeevem
Ecksteinem, mj. byvalym ¢lenem radikalni sionistické skupiny Lechi (mezi jeji viidce
pat¥il i pozd&jsi izraelsky premiér Jicchak Samir). V Izraeli dodnes vyvolava Kastneriiv
pribéh emoce. http://www.yivoencyclopedia.org/article.aspx/Kasztner Rezso

Béhem valky dostaval Kastner instrukce i od ,Pracovni skupiny“ a rabina
Weissmandla. Vzhledem k tomu, Ze Weissmandl zastaval podobnou politiku zachrany,
je i pohled na néj v dnesnim Izraeli velmi nejednoznacény. V hodnoceni efektivity
»Pracovni skupiny” se historici Soa dodnes rozchazeji. V kazdém ptipadé slo béhem
valky o dost ojedinély ¢in, jehoz dtisledkem byla zdchrana mnoha lidskych zZivoti.

Weissmandl se nakonec malem sam stal obéti Soa i v pravém slova smyslu, nebot byl v
roce 1944 (po obsazeni Slovenska Némeckem po potlaceni Slovenského narodniho
povstani) on i cel jeho rodina donuceni zaradit se do transportu do Osvétimi. BEhem
jizdy se Rabinovi podarilo vyskocit ven z nakladniho vagonu. Pri seskoku si sice zlomil
nohu, presto dokazal vyhledat pomoc, neprozradit se a schovat se v tajném tkrytu v
Bratislavé. Pozdéji se dostal diky Kastnerovym aktivitdim v nakladnim automobilu do
bezpedi neutralniho Svycarska.

Povale¢éné obdobi v USA

Po vélce se Weissmandlovi podafilo obnovit s preziviimi Zidy (mj. se svym $vagrem
Solomem Mose Ungarem) Nitranskou Jeivu p¥imo na Slovensku. Vzapéti ji viak chtél
presunout do Palestiny (tehdy stale jesté pod britskou spravou). Jeho zadost vSak byla
odmitnuta a JeSivu tak nakonec prestéhoval do USA. Ta ptisobila zpocatku v
Sommervile ve staté New Jersey, ale pozdéji byla presunuta do Mount Kisco ve staté
New-York. Nitranskou Jesivu koncipoval jako sobéstacnou zemédélskou usedlost
("Yeshiva Farm Settlement").

V USA Weissmandl také znovu zalozil rodinu: oZenil se s Leou Teitelbaumovou (1924—
2009) ze slavného Rabinského rodu, se kterou mél dalsi déti. Poté, co se v USA dostal
Weissmandl pod vliv uéeni satmarského Rabina Joela Teitelbauma, stal se jeho nazor
na sionismus jesté kriti¢téjsi nez drive. Kvili ztraté celé rodiny béhem valky a
nespokojeny s vysledkem své ¢innosti trp€l tézkymi depresemi. To také zhorsovalo jeho
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kastner_train
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zdravotni stav a srde¢ni problémy. Rabin nakonec zemrfel ve Spojenych statech v
relativné nizkém véku 54 let.

Rozsifenou verzi portrétu rabina Weissmandla najdete v knize "Rabini nasi doby",
Rozsah - 304 stran. Vydavatel Barrister and Principal, 2010, Cena: 99,-.
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II. Pars

Oxford Chabad Society

Rabbi Michael Weissmandl: A Rabbi from Oxford’s Bodleian
Library who saved Jews from the Holocaust

By Rabbi Eli Brackman

Michael Dov Weissmandl (1903-1957) was a scholar and expert of Hebrew
manuscripts, who visited Oxford during the 1930’s, and played an instrumental role in
attempting to save Jews from the Nazis during the Second World War.

This article will illustrate how Rabbi Weissmandl’s visits to Oxford served him his
rabbinical ordination, possibly the first rabbi to be ordained from his research at the
Bodleian library, and offered him the groundwork to attempt to help save tens of

thousands of Jews from the Nazis in Slovakia and millions in Europe.

Rabbi Weissmandl was born in 1903 in Debrecen, Hungary, and a few years later his
family moved to Tyrnau, Slovakia. In 1931, he moved to the Slovakian town of Nitra to
study under the rabbi of Nitra and dean of the last surviving yeshiva in Nazi occupied
Europe, Rabbi Shmuel Dovid Ungar (1886 — 1945), whose daughter he later married.

Before moving to Nitra, he studied at the yeshivah of Rabbi Joseph Zvi Dushinsky, who
was chief rabbi of Galanta, Slovakia, until around the First World War. (Rabbi
Dushinksy was fourth or fifth cousin to political scientist Dr. Michael Pinto-

Duschinsky, currently living in Oxford.)



http://blizky-vychod.blogspot.cz/2010/10/blizi-se-rabini-nasi-doby.html
http://blizky-vychod.blogspot.com/2015/01/rabin-ktery-chtel-zastavit-holokaust.html

Rabbi Dushinksy later moved to Israel and was known for his strong opposition to
Zionism, and spoke to the newly-formed United Nations against the creation of the
Zionist State.

In the 1930’s, in Rabbi Weissmandl’s work in deciphering Hebrew manuscripts and
comparing printed works with the manuscripts, he travelled to Oxford three times to
do research at the Bodleian library collection of Hebrew manuscripts. On one occasion
he helped the librarian identify the author of a new manuscript they had just acquired
and been misattributed by the scholars at the library.

This scholar was most probably Eric Otto Winstedt, who was Keeper of the Oriental
Collection, including the Hebrew holdings, during the 1930's. As E.O. Winstedt was
principally a Latinist and Gypsologist, rather than Hebraist, Rabbi Wessmandl's
assistance must have been appreciated, as well as other rabbis who visited the Bodleain
library earlier, like Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook.

During his visits to Oxford, he recorded variant readings from the Hebrew manuscripts
as well as hundreds of unpublished rabbinic responsa which he intended to publish. As
an expert of Hebrew manuscripts, he gained much respect from the librarian, allowing
him considerable access, during non-visiting hours, to the Hebrew collection for his

research.

It appears that Rabbi Weismandl was not uninterested in the people around him while
he was in Oxford. He related that he became acquainted with a non-Jewish scholar in
Oxford, who had an exceptional knowledge of Talmud, allowing him to quote entire
tractates from memory. It is likely he then would have also got to know other
prominent Jewish members of the university community in the 1930’s, as Sir Isaiah

Berlin, who had then received a prize scholarship at All Souls College.

His work in Oxford seems to have included, among other things, preparing a new
edition of Kikayon de-Yonah, a Talmudic commentary, by 16th century Rabbi Jonah
T’omim, who was born in Prague and acted as rabbi in Grodno and Pinsk, Lithuania.
In 1648, because of the Chmielnick pogrom, Rabbi Teomim fled to Vienna, Nikolsburg,
Austria, and finally Metz, Lorraine, before he passed away in 1649.

The editing new edition of Kikayon de-Yonah seems to have been for the publishing of
the 3rd edition of Kikayon de-Yonah. The first edition was edited in Amsterdam in
1690 by the son of Rabbi T’omim, Joshua, and the second printing was in 1712 at

Hanau, Germany.




In less than a year, according to his biography, An Unheeded Cry (Artscroll), Rabbi
Weissmandl reviewed the fifteen tractates of the Talmud included in the above-
mentioned book which was ultimately printed by the governors of the Nitra Yeshivah
with Rabbi Weissmandl’s notes, glosses and emendations.

At the end of the volume, Rabbi Weissmandl added notes to Shulchan Aruch (Code of
Jewish Law) Even Ha-Ezer (Laws of Marriage and Divorce) on the basis of a

manuscript he had discovered in Oxford.

The manuscript with these notes can be in fact found listed in Adolf
Neubauer’s Catalogue of the Hebrew Manuscripts in the Bodleian and in the College
Libraries of Oxford (Published 1886) entry number 761:1 (p. 149): “R. Yonah T'omim’s
Novellae on Ebben ha-Ezer, and some other casuistic notes.”

Thus, it appears, Rabbi Weissmandl was not just comparing the second edition of this
work with the original manuscript but intended to add an unpublished manuscript of

the same author that was exclusively found at the Bodleian library.

In his biography it mentions his motivation to prepare a new edition of this work was
due to the fact that students were studying this work as a basic text at the Yeshiva of
Nitra in Slovakia, under the tutelage of his father-in-law, Rabbi Ungar.

It is therefore possible that Rabbi Weissmandl heard that there existed this additional
rare unpublished manuscript by Rabbi T'omim in Oxford and this discovery and

pursuit to publish it seems to have been a central reason for his travel to Oxford.

It is, however, interesting to note that the Bodleian Library doesn't appear to have in
its collection the main work by Rabbi T'omim, Kikayon D'Yonah, on the Talmud. It
would therefore seem that the comparing of the published edition to the original
manuscript was not the reason for his coming to Oxford when working on the third
edition of Kikayon D'Yonah but rather just for the publication of the additional
unpublished manuscript on Shulchan Aruch that Rabbi Weissmandl wished to add to
his new edition.

Indeed, from the following story about his ordination, it is clear that he was
undertaking many different Hebraic academic studies as his purpose for coming to
Oxford, in addition to the expanding of the the work of Kikayon D'Yonah.




His research and intense study of unpublished Hebrew manuscripts in Oxford in fact

led to his rabbinical ordination before his wedding.

In January, 1937, (14 Shevat, 5697), Rabbi Weissmandl married Bracha Rachel, the
daughter of his teacher Rabbi Samuel David Ungar. For the tenaim (engagement)
party, which was held some time earlier, the bridegroom had returned from England,

where he had been pursuing his research in Oxford.

At the celebration, he gave a brilliant lecture which lasted for two and a half hours. In
his discourse, he discussed the legal aspects of sivlonot (gifts which a man gives his
future bride). At the beginning of his talk, he recounted that in Oxford he had found
manuscripts containing several problems on the subject raised by an ancient Torah
sage, Rabbi Simon Sharabi.

Rabbi Weissmandl intended to resolve these questions. He proceeded to explain, on
the basis of the manuscript sources he had discovered, the custom of the Jews of

Oberland (Upper Hungary) not to commit the engagement conditions to writing.

Rabbi David Meisels of Satoraljuajhely (northern Hungary, near the Slovak border),
who was present at the celebration, was so impressed that, as a wedding gift, he granted
the bridegroom rabbinical ordination in appreciation of his deep knowledge of Jewish

law and scholarship of the Torah.

In 1939, Slovakia became a puppet clerofascist state from 14 March 1939 to 8 May,
1945, as an ally and client state of Nazi Germany. It appears that at the beginning of
1939, Rabbi Weissmandl was at Oxford working on the manuscripts and it would have

been convenient for him to stay the war in Oxford away from harm.

It therefore astonishes one that while at Oxford, Rabbi Weissmandel volunteered on 1
September 1939, shortly after the invasion of Poland by Germany together with
Slovakia, to return to Slovakia as an agent of World Agudath Israel to help rescue the
Jews of Slovakia and other Jews of Europe.

It is interesting to speculate whether Cecil Roth who had just returned in 1939 to
Oxford as reader in Jewish Studies was an inspiration for him to return to Slovakia to
aid the Jewish community there under the Nazis. It is known that as early as 1933, Cecil
Roth was vocal and active against the Nazis, as he penned a letter of protest to the

London Times against Hitler's declaration to boycott Jewish establishments.
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Due to Rabbi Weissmandl having spent considerable amount of time in Oxford and
likely became acquainted with the British establishment, it gave him the ability to assist
with attempts to save Jews from the Holocaust.

This happened when the Nazis gathered sixty rabbis from Burgenland, bordering
Slovakia. Czechoslovakia refused them entry and Austria would not take them back,
leaving the stranded on the border. Rabbi Weissmandl flew to England, where he was
received by the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Foreign Office, and succeeded in
obtaining entry visas to England for the sixty rabbis, saving them from the Holocaust.

When the Nazis, aided by members of the puppet Slovak government, began its
campaign against the Slovakian Jews in 1942, members of the Slovak Judenrat formed
an underground organization called the Working Group. The group's main activity was
to help Jews as much as possible, in part through payment of large bribes to German

and Slovak officials.

This Working Group during the period of WWII was led by Rabbi Weissmandl after he
moved back to Slovakia, together with Gisi Fleischmann.

The transportation of Slovak Jews was in fact halted for a long time after the Working
Group arranged a $50,000 ransom deal with the Nazi SS official Dieter Wisliceny.

At Weissmandl's initiative the Working Group was also responsible for the ill-fated
Europe Plan which would have seen in late 1942 large numbers of European Jews
rescued from the Nazis by paying the Nazis one to two million dollars ransom to stop
most transports. The Germans asked for a 10% down payment, which unfortunately

was never made.

The Working Group played a central role in distribution of the "Auschwitz Report" in
spring 1944, which ultimately led to its publication in Switzerland. That triggered a
major Swiss grass roots protest in the Swiss press, churches and streets. It was a major
factor in President Roosevelt, Winston Churchill and others threatening Hungary's
Fascist regent Horthy with post-war retribution if he doesn't immediately stop the

transports. At the time 12,000 Jews a day were transported to Auschwitz.

In 1944, Weissmandl and his family were put on a train headed for Auschwitz. Rabbi
Weissmandl escaped from the sealed train by sawing open the lock of the carriage with
an emery wire he had secreted in a loaf of bread. He jumped from the moving train,

breaking his leg in the process, and hid in a secret bunker in suburban Bratislava, from
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where he was taken by Rudolf Kasztner and his Nazi associate Kurt Becher to

Switzerland.

In 1946, Rabbi Weissmandl left Switzerland for the U.S.A, where he re-established the
Nitra Yeshiva.

As his former teacher Rabbi Joseph Zvi Dushinsky, Rabbi Weissmandl was also known
for his strong opposition to Zionism, and also spoke to the newly-formed United
Nations against the creation of the Zionist State. In his biographies it attributes this to
the fact that he felt that the Zionist leadership allegedly frustrated some of his plans in
rescuing Jews from Nazi Europe.

It seems that a possible reason for this was also due to his former esteemed teacher

Rabbi Dushinsky’s influence, albeit for similar reasons.

Rabbi Weissmandl passed away in 1957.
Recommendation

https: //www.oxfordchabad.org/templates/articlecco cdo/aid/1378317/jewish/A-
Rabbi-from-the-Bodleian-Library-who-saved-Jews-from-the-Holocaust.htm

XX
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II1. Pars

Chaim Michael Dov Weissmandl

Began 1946 Denomination Orthodox
Role Rabbi Yeshiva Yeshiva of Nitra
Ended 29 November 1957 Name Chaim Dov

Positions Rosh yeshiva

Birth name Chaim Michael Dov Weissmandl

Born 25 October 1903 Debrecen, Hungary (1903-10-25)
Parents Yosef and Gella Weissmandl

Died November 1957, Mount Kisco, New York, United States

Chaim Michael Dov Weissmandl (Hebrew: 57iesn 27 Sz z»n) (25
October 1903, Debrecen, Hungary — 29 November 1957, Mount Kisco, New York)
(known as Michael Ber Weissmandl) was a rabbi and shtadlan who became known
for his efforts to save the Jews of Slovakia from extermination at the hands of the Nazis
during the Holocaust. Thanks to the efforts of his "Working Group", which bribed
German and Slovak officials, the mass deportation of Slovak Jews was delayed for two

years, from 1942 to 1944.
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Largely by bribing diplomats, Weissmandl was able to smuggle letters or telegrams to
people he hoped would help save the Jews of Europe, alerting them to the progressive
Nazi destruction of European Jewry. It is known that he managed to send letters to
Winston Churchill and Franklin D. Roosevelt, and he entrusted a diplomat to deliver a
letter to the Vatican for Pope Pius XII.
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He also begged the Allies to bomb the rails leading to Auschwitz, but to no avail. He
believed that if the Hungarian Jews would resist, then only a small number of them

would be deported, as the Germans in 1944 could not garner enough soldiers to leave
the front and deal with the Jews simultaneously. Of around 900,000 Hungarian-
speaking Jews, close to 600,000 were murdered.
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Early life

Michael Ber was born in Debrecen, Hungary on 25 October 1903 (4 Cheshvan 5664 on
the Hebrew calendar) to Yosef Weissmandl, a shochet. A few years later his family
moved to Tyrnau (now Trnava, Slovakia). In 1931 he moved to Nitra to study under
Rabbi Shmuel Dovid Ungar, whose daughter, Bracha Rachel, he married in 1937. He
was thus an oberlander (from the central highlands of Europe), a non-Hasidic Jew.

Weissmandl was a scholar and an expert at deciphering ancient manuscripts. In order

to carry out his research of these manuscripts, he traveled to the Bodleian Library in
Oxford, England. It is related that he was treated with great respect by the Chief
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Librarian of the Bodleian after an episode when he correctly identified the author of a
manuscript which had been misattributed by the library’s scholars.

World War II and the Holocaust

While at Oxford University, Weissmandl volunteered on 1 September 1939 to return to
Slovakia as an agent of World Agudath Israel. Later he was the first to demand that the
Allies bomb Auschwitz. When the Nazis gathered sixty rabbis from Burgenland and
sent them to Czechoslovakia, Czechoslovakia refused them entry and Austria would
not take them back. Rabbi Weissmandl flew to England, where he was received by the
Archbishop of Canterbury and the Foreign Office. Explaining the tragic situation, he
succeeded in obtaining entry visas to England for the sixty rabbis.

The Working Group

When the Nazis, aided by members of the puppet Slovak government, began its moves
against the Slovak Jews in 1942, members of the Slovak Judenrat formed an
underground organization called the Working Group. It was led by Gisi Fleischmann
and Rabbi Weissmandl. The group's main activity was to help Jews as much as
possible, in part through payment of large bribes to German and Slovak officials. At
Rabbi Weissmandl's initiative already in 1942 the Working Group initiated high-level
ransom negotiations with the Germans (ref. Fuchs and Kranzler books). The
transportation of Slovak Jews was in fact halted for a long time after they arranged a
$50,000 (in 1952 dollars) ransom deal with the Nazi SS official Dieter Wisliceny.

Some historians, for example Dr. Abraham Fuchs and Prof. David Kranzler, accept
Weissmandl's opinion that the ransom and bribes were successful. Israeli historian
Prof. Yehuda Bauer wrote in 1981 book that he thought the bribes influenced
Germany's position regarding deportation, but in a 1996 book he expressed skepticism
about whether the bribes were a key factor in stopping the deportations. However, later
in a 2002 book Bauer writes that it was not the bribing of Wisliceny that stopped the
deportations, but the bribing of the Slovak officials by the Working Group that stopped
it.

At Rabbi Weissmandl's initiative, the Working Group was also responsible for the
ambitious but ill-fated Europa Plan which would have seen large numbers of European
Jews rescued from their Nazi captors. An agreement was negotiated with the Nazis in
late 1942 and one to two million dollars ransom was required to stop most transports.
The Germans asked for a 10% down payment. Unfortunately the down payment was
never made. Nothing came of it. Sally Mayer, the JOINT representative in Switzerland,
was unwilling to provide the down-payment since currency transfer to Nazis was
illegal. Another opinion is that Heinrich Himmler intervened in August 1943. Also the
Jewish Agency, contrary to Nazi stereotypes of Jewish wealth, had an available budget
of $160K US/month (40K Pounds) for rescue efforts and simply did not have the
money. Friling gives the amount demanded for temporarily halting the transport as $3
million USD.

The Working Group also played a central role in distribution of the "Auschwitz Report"

in spring 1944, which ultimately led to its publication in Switzerland by George
Mantello. That triggered a major Swiss grass roots protest in the Swiss press, churches

17




and streets. It was a major factor in President Roosevelt, Winston Churchill and others
threatening Hungary's Fascist regent Horthy with post-war retribution if he did not
immediately stop the transports. At the time 12,000 Jews a day were transported to
Auschwitz. Among others rescued as a result of the Working Group's activities were
Rebbe Aharon Rokeach of Belz, and Rabbi Yoel Teitelbaum of Satmar.

Since the business of the Working Group required a continuous supply of large sums
of money, they turned to the international Jewish organizations for help, via their
representatives in Switzerland. Weissmandl claimed that too little money was provided
too late and that this was due to the indifference of those he asked. Specifically, he
accused the Zionist organizations of refusing to assist in saving Jews unless they were
to go to Palestine. Weissmandl supported his allegations by quoting letters from
memory, and some historians such as Bauer had doubt in the accuracy of his account.
Other historians, such as Fuchs and Kranzler, accepted Rabbi Weissmandl's word.
Friling however points out various statement by members of the Zionist leadership to
the contrary, asking that any and all doors be opened for the rescue of Jews. For
example, they pleaded that Polish children sent to South Africa, why not Jewish
children - South African Prime Minister Jan Smuts refused. Allies ferried Italians from
Ethiopia to Italy, why not Jews on the return? Similarly ships carrying armaments to
Allied troops in North Africa returned empty to America. Their pleas were ignored.

Deportation

In 1944, Weissmandl and his family were rounded up and put on a train headed for
Auschwitz. Rabbi Weissmandl escaped from the sealed train by sawing open the lock
of the carriage with an emery wire he had secreted in a loaf of bread. He jumped from
the moving train, breaking his leg in the process, and hid in a secret bunker in suburban
Bratislava.

Rudolf Kasztner and his Nazi associate Kurt Becher took Weissmandl from his
Bratislava bunker to Switzerland. This was highly unusual for both Kasztner and
Becher. There is some speculation that Kasztner and Becher sought to reinforce their
alibis for the predictable post-war trials. There is debate whether there was a reason
for Kasztner to imagine that he would be put on trial as a Nazi-collaborator. See the
film Killing Kasztner for details of his trial and subsequent murder and a reversal of
the verdict. Today Kasztner is controversially recognized for saving the lives of
thousands of Jews at Yad Vashem.

Personal recovery

After the war, Weissmandl arrived in the United States having lost his family and
having been unable to save Slovak Jewry. At first he was so distraught that he would
pound the walls and cry bitterly on what had befallen his people. Later he remarried
and had children, but he never forgot his family in Europe and suffered from
depression his entire life because of the Holocaust.

His second marriage was to Leah Teitelbaum (1924/5—9 April 2009), a daughter of

Rabbi Chaim Eliyahu Teitelbaum and a native of Beregszasz, Hungary. With his second
wife, Weissmandl had five children.
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An innovative American yeshiva

In November 1946, Weissmandl and his brother-in-law, Rabbi Sholom Moshe Ungar,
re-established the Nitra Yeshiva in Somerville, New Jersey, gathering surviving
students from the original Nitra Yeshiva. With the help of Rabbi Shraga Feivel
Mendlowitz, Rabbi Weissmandl bought the Brewster estate in Mount Kisco, in
Westchester County, New York and moved his Yeshiva there in 1949. There he
established a self-sustaining agricultural community known as the "Yeshiva Farm
Settlement". At first this settlement wasn't welcome by its neighbors, but in a town hall
meeting, Helen Bruce Baldwin (1907-1994) of nearby Chappaqua, wife of New York
Times military correspondent and Pulitzer Prize winner, Hanson W. Baldwin,
impressed by Rabbi Weissmandl, defended its establishment and wrote a letter-to-the-
editor to the New York Times regarding it. Weissmandl designed the community's
yeshiva to conform with Talmudic accounts of agricultural settlements, where a man
would study Torah continuously until an age suitable for marriage, whereupon he
would farm during the day and study in the evenings. While this novel approach was
not fully realized, the yeshiva flourished. Currently, the settlement is known as the
Nitra community.

Later life

During his later years, Weissmandl suffered from chronic heart disease and was
frequently hospitalized. He suffered a severe heart attack in the early winter of 1957
and was hospitalized for several weeks. Upon his release, he attended the yeshiva's
fundraising banquet, and then was readmitted to the hospital. His health deteriorated
and he died on Friday, 29 November 1957 (6 Kislev 5718) at the age of 54. His second
wife never remarried.

Statements

In a letter, dated May 15, 1944, addressed to the Zionist leadership in Palestine (under
British rule) Rabbi Weissmandl called on the Zionist leadership to take stronger action
on behalf of European Jewry which was systematically being destroyed by the Nazi lead
genocide:

And you - our brothers in Palestine, in all the countries of freedom, and you, ministers
of all the kingdom — how do you keep silent in the face of this great murder ? Silent
while thousand on thousands, reaching now to six million Jews, were murdered. And
silent now while tens of thousands are still being murdered and waiting to be
murdered? Their destroyed hearts cry to you for help as they bewail your cruelty. Brutal
you are and murderers too you are, because of the cold-bloodedness of the silence in
which you watch.
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Books

Two of Weissmandl's books were published posthumously.

[0 Toras Chemed (Mt. Kisco, 1958) is a book of religious writings that includes many
commentaries and homilies, as well as hermeneutic material of a kabbalistic nature.
Included in this book are the observations that led to what is called the Torah Codes.

0 Min HaMeitzar (Jerusalem, 1960) is a book that describes Rabbi Weissmandl's
war-time experiences. The title consists of the first two words of Psalm 118:5, meaning
"from the depths of despair", literally "From the Straits". This is the main publication
in which Weissmandl's accusations against the Zionist organizations appear.

In 1958, Rabbi Weissmandl republished the magnum opus of Rabbi Jonah Teomim-
Frankel, Kikayon D'Yonah with his own footnotes and glosses. In the introduction to

this volume, Rabbi Weissmandl gives an emotional history lesson.

https://alchetron.com/Chaim-Michael-Dov-Weissmandl

Recommendation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael Dov Weissmandl
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IV. Pars

Paou Xanm-Muxasap-/1oB BanicmaHnaeapb

AsTtop: PaB Anekcanap Karg

Beiaomuiica mucciaeaoBaresab Topbl, PYKOBOAUTEb HBIO-HOPKCKOU
emBbl Hurpa B roast Bropoit MupoBoii BoitHbI 3aHUMAaJICA U3yYE€HUEM
OyKBEHHBIX KOJOB, CKpPbITbIX B Tekcre Ilatukamxua. K sTum
WICCAEOBAHUAM €ro TNPHUBEJIHU OTAeJbHbI€ BBICKA3bIBAHUA W HAMEKH,
cozep:Kamuecsa B KHUTaX Ka0aJIMCTOB MPOIIIBIX BEKOB.

Pabu Xanm-Mmuxasuab-/{oB Baicmanaenas (5664—5718 /1903—1957/
IT.) — BbIJIAOIIUICA UCCie0BaTe b TOpbl, pyKOBOAUTEIh HbIO-HOPKCKOM
emnBbl Humpa. Poguiica B r. bparuciase.

B rogp! mepes; BTOpoii MUPOBOUM BOWHOUM OBLI OJTHUM M3 BEAYIIUX IperojaBaTesen
eIlIUBbI CJIOBAIIKOTO ropoia HUTpPHI, BO3I/1aBJIsieMON €ro TeCTeM.

B sroT mepmon oH 3aHUMAasiCA U3yYeHHEM OYKBEHHBIX KO/OB, CKPBITBIX B TEKCTe
[Iatukamxkuda. K 5TUM ucciefoBaHuAM e€ro IIpUBeIN OT/eJIbHbIe BBICKA3BIBAHUA U
HaMeKH, cofiepiKaliuecs B KHUTax KabaJHMCTOB IPOIUIBIX BeKOB. Tak, Hampumep,
BEeJIMYAUIIINUN KOAM(PUKATOP U 3HATOK COKPOBEHHOTrO yueHus p. Moie VMcepsuc u3s
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KpakoBa (Pamo; cM.) cpaBHUBAJI CTPYKTYPY KHUT [TATUKHUIKUA C XPaMOBOU MEHOPOH.
Pasmbinuisiss Haa 3TUM ynoaobsieHweM, p. BaiicmaHgiesib OOHAPYKWJT IEIBIH P
VINBUTEIbHBIX 3aKOHOMepHOcTeH. OKa3ajoch, YTO €CJIU OTCUYUTATh COPOK JIEBATH
3HAKOB OT OYKBBI mas, 3aBepimaroiiei neppoe B Tope ciioBo bepewum (B Havase), TO
nATHAECATON Oyner OykBa eas. Ilocie CIIeyloIMX COpOKa JIeBATH OYKB —
MATUECATON OKaXKeTCs peli, a IIPH AaIbHEHIIIEM IO 00HOM OTCUeTe — MATUAECATON
Oyznet OykBa aii. BMecTe OyKBBI mas, 8as, petiiu u 31l COCTaBJIAIOT cJIoBo Topa. Y TouHo
TaK JKe B KOHIle KHUTHM Bepewum: ecjii OTCYUTHIBATH IO COPOK JIEBATH 3HAKOB,
HauWHasi OT OYKBBI mase, 3aBepIaoliei cjJioBo eezom (U BOT, bepewum 49:28), TO
IATHECAThIE OYKBBI — 8a6, peliul U 3l — BHOBb CJIOKATCA B ¢JIoBO Topa.

Bo BTOpOI#1 KHUTE [IATUKHIKISA TOJIYUHJICS TOT K€ Pe3yJIbTaT: B HaUaJie KHUTHU TIPU
oTcuere OT OYKBBI mas, 3aBepiiamiiei c1oBo [IImom(MmeHna), 1 B KOHIIE KHUTH IIPU
orcueTe oT OYKBBI mas B cjoBe mxenem (romybas mepcrb; IIImom 39:8). B Tperbeit
KHUTe Baukpa — B ee IeHTpaJbHOU IO PaCIOJIOKEeHHUI0 paszene Kedowum — p.
BaticmaHziesie  OOHApY>KWJI  3aKOAUPOBAHHOE TOYHO TAaKUM JK€ CIIOCOOOM
HEMpoOu3HOCUMOe 4eThbIpexOykBeHHOe VMs BcesbimHero. Koabl B ByX HOCJIETHUX
kHUrax, bemudbap u /[eapum, okazaauch 3epKAJIbHBIMU — IOJ00HO TOMY, KaK OJHHU
BETBU MEHOPHI 3ePKAJIBHO OTPAXKAIOT APyTHe. B 3TUX KHUTAaX — U B HayaJle, U B KOHIIE
— cyoBo Topa ObUIO 3ammgpoBaHO € MMOMOIIBIO TOTO K€ KOJla, HO C OOpaTHBIM
opsIKOM OYKB: 31l, peliwt, sas, mas (IJaggyHom Amopa, Awaaxasem, 24 c.12)

P. Baiicmanzgesnio ObLJIO TaKXKe M3BECTHO BbICKasbIBaHHWe BuieHckoro I'aona (cMm.) o
TOM, YTO BCe TMOCJIEYIOIHe cOOBITHUSA 3akoaupoBaHbl B Tope. ITo cBumeTenbCcTBY
YU4eHUKOB, Busienckuii I'aoH Mor ykasats, rje uMeHHO B Tope 3akopoBaHbl UMeHA
KaKJIOTO U3 BEJIMKUX eBpelcKUX MyjzpenoB. Tak, Hampumep, COXpPaHWJIOCH €ro
yKa3aHue Ha TO, UTO B CTUXe «YMHOXuinch Mou uyzaeca B crpaHe Erumnerckoii»
(IIImom 11:9) 3aKOAUPOBAHO UMs BEJIMKOTO 3aKOHOy4YUTessA p. Moire 6er MatimoHa
(Pambama; cM.), >KUBIIIEr0 UMeHHO B ErunTe, — mepBble OYKBBI CJIOB 3TOTO CTHXA
(pebom mogmaii 6eapey muypaum) coctaBiasioT umsa Pambam. Ilosb3ysch yke
IIPOBEPEHHBIM METO/OM, p. BalicMaHiesTb 0OHAPYKUJI, UTO IIPU MOCJIE/I0BATETHHOM
OTCUeTe COpOKa JIEBATHU OYKB OT MeMm B cj10Be Moiiie, cofeprKalieMcs B 3TOM JKe CTUXE,
IATUAECATbIE OYKBBI CKJIAZIBIBAIOTCA B CJIOBO MuuiH9 — TIEpPBOE CJIOBO U3 HAa3BAHUSA
OCHOBHOTO ajaxudeckoro tpyaa Pambama Muwns Topa (IloBropenue Topsr). Kog
BTOPOTO CJIOBA B 5TOM Ha3BaHWMU — Topa, HAUMHAJICS HECKOJIPKO CTHXOB CIIYCTS C
OykBel mae B cioBe omo (ero) (IIImom 12:11). CocumTaB KOJIMYECTBO OYKB,
pas/esIA0IINX KOl IEPBOTO U BTOPOTO CJIOBA B 9TOM Ha3BaHUU, p. BalicmaHies 6bL1
MIOTPSICEH: PACCTOSIHUE COCTABJISAJIO POBHO IIECTHCOT TPUHAJNATh OYKB — II0 YUCIIY
zanoBesieii Topel, koampumupoBanHelx Pambamom. Bosiee Toro, p. Baticmawuzesp
OTMETWJI, YTO BO BCEM 3TOM OTPBIBKE IIOBECTBYETCA O MPUHECEHUM IacXaJIbHOU
JKEPTBBI, KOTOPOE COBEPIIATIOCH B YeTHIPHAAIATHIN IeHb MecsAla HUCaH, — 2 UMEHHO
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3TOT JieHb U ObLI AaTou poxkaeHus Pambama (Capeii amea 1:7; [JaggyHom Amopa,
Awanxssem, 24 ¢.13).

BIOXHOBJIEHHBINI BCEMHM 3THMH OTKPBITUSMH, p. BalicMaHIes b HPOJOIKUI CBOU
vccsieioBanusd. /[y 9Tol 1esu oH 3amnuca TekeT [IaTuKHMKuA 0cobbIM 006pa3zomM —
Ha MaJIEHBKHUX JIMCTKAX, Ha KaXXJIOM M3 KOTOPBIX OH Pa3MeCTHJI IO JIeCATh CTPOK,
COCTOSIBIIIUX POBHO U3 JiecATH OyKB. Takum 00pa3oM, Ha KaXK/I0M JIUCTUKE II0JIy9aIOCh
110 cTo OYKB — JIBa pa3a 10 HATHAECAT, U 61aro/iapsA TAKOMY PaCIOJIOKEHUIO KOIbI KaK
OBl IpOCTynaau U3-10J1 NpuBbIYHOTO Tekera Topsl (IJagyrom Amopa, Awaaxasem,
24 c.11—13).

CBou oTkpeITHA P. BalicmaH/iesp 3amucai y:ke BO BpeMs BTOPOU MUPOBOU BOUHHI,
KOT'/Ia OH CKPBIBAJICS B TAMHOM yOekuIle. BriocsiencTBiu ero y4eHUKH OIyOJIMKOBAIH
9TU PYKOIIMCH, o3ariaBuB KHuUry 7Topam xemed (JKenawmnas Topa) (/1.
Bunrym Ameiimad anocag c.12).

P. BaiicmaHzesnp Iiepelliesl B IIOAINOJIbE BCKOpPE IIOCJIe IIPUXO/ia TUTJIEPOBIIEB B
CrioBakuto.

OH co37as MOoAIOJIBHYIO TPYIIITY, ITOJYYUBIIYI0 Ha3BaHue Keyuyam aasoda (Pabouas
rpymnma). 9Ta OpraHu3anusA IIPOBOAWIA PUCKOBAHHBIE OIEpPAllMU II0 CIIACEHUIO
eBpeNCKUX KU3HEH He TOJIbKO B camoil bpaTtuciase, Ho u mo Becelt CimoBakuu (Ku aw
xadxa beanu c.20).

P. BaiicmaHieb chIrpajl OfHY U3 PELIAIIUX POoJiel B OMOBEIEHUU IIPABUTEIHCTB
3aIlaIHbIX CTPaH O MPECTYIUIEHUAX, COBEPIIAEMbBIX HAIIUCTAMH B OTHOIIIEHHUU €BPEEB.
C Toro BpeMeHH, Kak 3UMOH 5702 /1942/ roma Havajgach MaccoBas JAEMOPTAIUA
CJIOBAllKMX €BpeeB, OH CKPBIBAICA B IIOJ3EMHOM yOekulle okoyio bpaTuciassl,
COXpaHsis CBA3U KaK C JIPYTUMHU TOAIMOJIBIAKAMHU, TaK M C €BPEsMH, JIETAJIbHO
JKUBYIIIUMHU B reTT0. Korja Toii ke 3umMoii B bpaTuciiaBe mosiBUJIKCH ITEPBBIE OEXKEHITbI
u3 [lospimm, pacckasaBlliie 0 MacCOBOM HCTpeOJIEHHU eBpeeB B KOHIIArepsix U B
BapIIaBCKOM TeTTO, p. BailicMaHAenb 3amucay UX CBHIETEIbCTBA, a HECKOJIBKO
MeCSIIIeB CIIyCTsl CyMeJsI IIepelpaBUTh 5TH 3alucd B HeHTpayibHyo IlIBeiinapuio,
IIPE/ICTAaBUTEISIM aMepUuKaHCKoro Baadaaauana (Komwurera criaceHust). 9To ObLIH
mepBbIe COOOIIEHUS O MACCOBBIX YOUICTBAaX, mpocounBirecs Ha 3anaz (Ku sw kadxa
beanu c.134; becemep paam c.43,77; R. Nachman Zakon The Jewish
Experience p.200).

P. Baiicmanziesnp Hajiessics, 9YTO, KOT/a O MPECTYIUIEHUAX HAllMCTOB CTAHET U3BECTHO B
CcBOOOZTHOM MUpeE, CTPaHbI-COIO3HUIIBI HEMEJIJIEHHO IPOTSAHYT €BpesM CBOIO PYKY
nomomy. Ho B urpy BCTynwiud mHoJUTHYeCKHe pacueThl: pykoBoautenu CIIA u
AHIIUM omacajuch, YTO, €CJIM OHM BMeENIAIOTCA B BOWHY Ha JIaHHOM BJTalle,
MIPEZINIPUHAB CIIelIUaIbHbIE MePBI 110 CHACEHUI0 €BPECKOro HAaCeJeHUs, 3TO TOJIbKO
«OyJleT IUTH BOALy HA MeJIbHUILY ['UTyiepa, KOTOPBIHM ¢ caMOro Havasia YTBEPK/aJl, 4To
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Bcs BOMHA U ObLIa 3aTesHA IO YKa3Ke eBpeeB» — B pe3yJsibTaTe «Oy/ieT MOJAOpBaH
BCEHAPOJHBIA — M JaKe MEKAYHAPOJHBI — KOHCEHCYC OTHOCHTEJIBHO CMBICIIA U
1esjied BOWHBI C TUTJIEPU3MOM». [lapoflOKCasibHO, HO TaKOH K€ IIO3UIUU
MIPU/IEP>KUBAJIUCH U JIUJIEPHI CBETCKUX €BPENCKUX OPraHU3aIiuii — OHU OOSINCh, UTO
JIEMOKPATHYECKUM peKUMaM He yAacTcsl MOOMJIM30BaTh HAPO/T HA BOMHY — «BeJb HE
Ka)KZlasi aHTJIMICKas WM aMePUKAaHCKas MaTh COTJIACUTCS, YTOOBI €€ ChIH PUCKOBAJT
CBOEH JKU3HBIO “pajii KAKUX-TO eBpeeB” ». JIUIIb B Hauasie 3UMMbI HOBOTO 5703 /1942/
roza npaButeabcTBa CoBerckoro Coro3a, CIITA u BestmkoOpuTaHuu Bee 3Ke BBICTYITHIIN
C COBMECTHOH JIeKJIapalifel, B KOTOPOH Mpeaymnpekaaan pyKoBoauTesae Peiixa 00
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH «3a 3aIUIAaHUPOBAHHOE HCTPebJIeHHEe eBpeeB» — OJHAKO K 3TOMY
BpeMeHH OOJIBIIMHCTBO eBpeeB EBpombl yxe 6buto  yHHuTOxeHO (Meynma
Bbaysp Ilocmuzas npownoe, c.18; A. JlanunoBa PaccexpeueHnas mopans, MUT'news
5.07.2000 €.20).

[Tpubsm3uTesbHO B TO 2Ke BpeMs p. BalicManzesp mucaa U3 cBoero OpaTHUCIaBCKOTO
ybexuia B 3emutro M3pawis, p. More Biioto (cM.), BO3IJIaBIIsABIIEMY ME€PYCAUTNMCKOE
oT/iesieHre opranuzanuu Aeydam Hcpasaw: «Hy, 4To S MOTYy cKa3aTb — TPHUAIATh-
COPOK IIPOIIEHTOB BCETO €BPEMCKOr0o Hapoza yxe yourto. U, mo BeJIWKUM HaIIUM
rpexam, U3 Mupa uzydaromux Topy YHUUYTOKeHO BOCEMb/IeCAT-/IEBAHOCTO IIPOIEHTOB.
W 3Hall, 4TO BBI3BOJIUTH Ja*Ke OJHOTO 4YeJOBeKa OTCI0/Ia, 3HAUYUT CHACTH €ro OT
YHUUTOXKEHUA — CTPAIIHOTO U JKecToKoro. ..Mbl celiuac crapaeMcs CIIacTH,
mepenpaBuB B BeHrpuio, raoHa u npaBegHuka u3 bensa (p. Aapona Pokeaxa /bensep
Pebe/; cM.), ...n, BO3MOXKHO, TaK:Ke paBBHHA MeHaxeMma 3eMOy (B Te JHU HaXOJIUJICSA B
BapIIaBCKOM TeTTO; CM.). Besnkas 3amoBefb CIIACTH OCTABIIUXCS PAaBBHHOB —
BBIJIAIONIMXCSI 3HATOKOB TOPHI 1 ITpaBeTHUKOB» (becemep paam c.60).

B 5703 /1943/ roay, yoequBIINCh, YTO HA CKOPYIO ITIOMOIIlH COIO3HUKOB PACCYUTHIBATH
He IIpuUxofuTcsA, Pp. BailicMaHzenp NPUCTYIWI K  OCYIIECTBJIEHHIO CBOEro
IIIPOKOMACIITA0HOTO TIJIaHA II0 CIIACEHHWIO COTEH THICAY €BPEEB, IOJIYUHUBIIETO
KOZI0BOe Ha3BaHue « EBpoma».

Uepes cBOUX JIOBEPEHHBIX JIFOAEH P. BalicMaH/ie/1b BCTYITHII B KOHTAKT C 3CICOBCKUM
reHepasioM /Iutepom BuciauiieHy, BO3IJIAB/IABIINM HAITUCTCKYIO aIMUHUCTPAIUIO B
Bparucnase. Haruer mpuHsAI KPYIHYIO B3SATKY, COOPAaHHYIO €BPESMH, U COTJIACUJICS
IIPUOCTAHOBUTH OTIIPABKY B Jlarepsi CMEPTH JIBAJIIIaTH YETBhIPEX THICAY €BPEEB U3
pasiauuHblx paiioHoB CiioBakuu. OOOJpeHHBIE YCIEXOM €BPEHCKHEe JIUAEPHI
IpeIoKWIN Buciunenu, nmeromemy goctyn K riaBe CC 'mMmmiiepy, IpeKpaTUTh
YHUUTOKE€HHE eBpeeB EBpombl B 00MeH Ha «KOMIIEHCAIIUIO» B JIBA-TPU MHUJLIMOHA
nmosutapoB. [[yist Toro, 4TOOBI HAdaTh IIPEIMETHBIE IIEPEroBOphI ¢ ['mMmiiepom,
KOTOPBIH IKOOBI OBLJI TOTOB HA KOHTAKTHI C IIPE/ICTAaBUTEISIMU COIO3HUKOB, BrcuneHn
rmotpeboBajl 3a/1aTOK B JBECTH ThICSY JloJutapoB. M Torma p. Baidicmanzens u ero
COpPaTHUKU OOPaTU/IUCH 32 TIOMOIIBI0O K CAaMbIM OOTaThIM €BPENCKUM OpPTaHU3AIUAM
— Bcemupaomy EBpeiickomy ArentcrBy (CoxHyTy) u amepukanckomy JxoiiaTy. HO
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peakIus oOKasajiach caMOU HempeacKadyeMoW: UYMHOBHUKM JIxKOWHTa OOBUHIIN
«mormporiaek u3 Bocrounoit EBpombl» B TOM, YTO OHH «XHUTPOCTHIO U OOMaHOM
IBITAIOTCA BBIMAHUTH JeHbI'U... U3 KapMaHa y IOPAZ0YHBIX M HAWUBHBIX €BpeeB
3anaza». IIpencraBuresnin CoxHyTa TakKe He IIPOABUIN 3aUHTEPECOBAHHOCTU —
IpUYeM, TJIaBHBIM IPOTUBHUKOM IpPOeKTa ObUT cHOHUCTCKUM unep aBun Ben-
I'ypuon. «Mbl A0/KHBI NOHHUMaTh, — Oucaa p. BalicMaHzenio mIBeUIlapCcKUM
npesacraButesib COXHyTa, — UTO BCe HAPO/Ibl CTPAH-COI3HUIL IIeZPO IPOJIUBAIOT CBOIO
KPOBb, U €CJIV MBI He IIPUHECEeM CBOUX KePTB, TO YeEM 3aBOIOEM IIPABO NIPUCYTCTBOBATH
3a CTOJIOM IIEPETOBOPOB IIPU IIOCJIEBOEHHOM IIEpesiesie MUpa U TpeboBaTh /i cebs
3ewtio Mzpauna?! U moatoMy ¢ Hamieidl cTOpPOHBI ObLIO OBl TJIYIIOCTBIO — U JjaXe
HAIJIOCThI0O — JA00WBaThCs, YTOOBI TOW, IPOJIMBAIOIIME CBOIO KPOBb Ha BOUHE,
MIO3BOJIWIIN OBl HAM, PaJIu CIIaCEHUS HAIlle KPOBHU, IIEPEBECTU J€HbI'H BO BPAXKECKYIO
crpany! Het, 3emusa V3pawis Gy/ieT KyIieHa Jijis Hac TOJIBKO KPOBBIO — KPOBBIO BCEX
ele OocCTaBIIMXCA B EBpolle MyXYUH, >KEHIUH, CTapUKOB, W MianeHneB» (P.
Baitemansens Mun ameyap ¢.95—96; Meyna Baysp ITocmueas npouttoe, ¢.18—19).
[Toznnee CoxXHYT BCe-TaKM BBIJEJIWI JIeHbI'U HA OCYI[eCTBJIEHHNE 3TOM CAEJIKH — HO K
TOMY BpEMEHU CUTyallus B HAIIUCTCKOM BepXyIlIKe U3MeHusIach, U 'MMMIIep HampaBUl
CBOEro aJIbI0TaHTa K IeHepasy BuciuiieHu ¢ NpUKa3oM NPEKPaTUTh IIeperoBOpbI C
eBpeNCKUMH IIpeJicTaBuTeIaMu. Yepes reHepasia Bucaunenu p. Balicmanzesio crano
W3BEeCTHO, YTO OJUH U3 JyXOBHBIX PYKOBOAUTeJIeN MycyabMaH llasecTuHsl,
vepycaiuMcKkuii MydpTuil Xamk-AMHUH 3Jb-XyceliHu, ybenmn I'wtiepa u ero
OJirpKaiiinee OKpy»KeHHeE JJOBECTH YHHUTOXKEeHUE eBpeeB EBPOIIBI /10 KOHIIA — YTOOBI
yIeJIeBIINX «He CMOIJIN nepeBe3Ty B [lasiectuny». Briocsencrsun sty nHdOpMaIuio
MOATBEPAWI U KypaTop HAIUCTKOM IIPOrpaMMbl «OKOHYATEJIbHOTO pelleHus
eBpeiickoro Bompoca» Anonbd Ditxman (P. Moams IllBapm, p. Moxak
Tospamnreiia Awoa ¢.123,245).

ITocste Toro Kak peaymsanus IiaHa « EBpoma» copBasacsk, p. Baticmaness 6exxait u3
BparucnaBer u poctur 1. Byjamemra, T7e eBpew Bce ele HAXOAWINUCh B
OTHOCHUTEJIbHOU 6€3011aCHOCTH.

OH mepeles BEHTePCKYI0 TPAaHUIy MO TAaWHBIM TOpPHBIM Tpomam B Kapmarax,
BOCIIOJIb30BABIIIUCH ITOMOIIIHIO TPOdECCHOHATBHBIX KOHTpabaH11uCcTOB. X0Ts BeHrpus
U SIBJISIJIACH BEPHBIM CAaTEJTUTOM TUTIEPOBCKOM ['epmanum, yactu Bepmaxra u CC tam
He pa3MelaJich, U €BPEU MPOJO/IKAIN CBOK OOBIYHYI0 OOIUHHYIO KU3HBb. B Mx
cpeJle TOCIOJICTBOBAJIA WJUIIO3USA, YTO WX CTPaHA TaK M OCTAHETCS «OIMHOKUM
OCTPOBKOM M306aByieHUsI» B 3a7IUTON KpoBbio EBporie. O60cHOBaBIMCh B Byarmerire,
p. BaiicMaHzies1 mOMOT mepenpaBUTHCS HA 3TOT «OCTPOBOK M30aBJIEHUS» MHOTHM
Oersieram u3 CTpaH, OKKYITUPOBAHHBIX HAIIUCTAMHU, — IIPY ITPOBEIEHUH CIIACATETHHBIX
omepanuii oH coTpyaHMYan ¢ p. Moanem Teiirensboiimom (CaTmapcekuii Pebe; cm.),
BO3IVIABJISIBIIUM paboty Baadaaayana(Komurera criaceHus)) B  BEHTE€PCKOU
TpancuwibBanuu. OgHOBpeMeHHO p. Balicmanzesns pa3zpabarbiBajl HOBBIM IIAH: I10
KaHaJIaM, YCTAaHOBJIEHHBIM ellle B CJIOBaKWU, OH BO3OOHOBUJI KOHTAKTHI C AZT0TbOM
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DUXMaHOM, a 3aTeM CBS3aJI ero ¢ PyKOBOJUTEISIMH eBpelickoi oO01muHbl Byamnernra,
B YAaCTHOCTH, C BBICOKOIIOCTABJIEHHBIM CHOHHUCTCKUM (YHKIHOHEPOM JIOKTOPOM
Hcpasnem KactHepom. Ha 3TOT pa3 meperoBopbl BeJIMCh 00 OOMEHE COTEH THICAY
eBpeNCKNX y3HHUKOB KOHIJIarepei, oOpeueHHbIX Ha CMEPTh B Ta30BBIX KaMepax, Ha
HeoOxonuMble ['epMaHuMM TPY30BUKU U TpakTopbl-TAraun (Ku asw kadxa
beanu c.134; becemep paam c.74,77,82—83,90).

BecHoii 5704 /1944/ rona BeHrpuio BHE3aTHO OKKYIIMPOBAJIM YaCTH BepMaxTa, U
cpaay ke HauyayIoch ObICTpOe U IIJIAHOMEPHOE YHUUTOKEHNE €BPEEB 3TON CTPAHBI.

C MoMeHTa, KOT/Ia HauaJiach BBICHLJIKA BEHT€PCKIX €BPeEeB B JIarepsi CMEPTH — CHavasIa
13 palioHa KapIIaTCKUX T'OP, a 3aTeM U U3 JIPYTUX YYaCTKOB CTPaHbl, p. Balicmaniens
pasocsiajy MO PA3JIUYHBIM OOIIMHAM COTHU IHCEM, B KOTOPBIX IIPEIyIpPeKIaT:
«IIpsaubTech, OKa3bIBaliTe COIPOTUBJIEHHE W yOeranWte, HO TOJBKO He JJaBaiiTe
IIOMECTUTh ce0s1 B TeTTO — IOTOMY YTO OTTy/Zla Bac OTIIPaBAT Ha HUCTpebiieHme»
(becemep paam c.43).

P. Baiicmanaenp TakKe CKpbIBaJIC, HO OBUI CcXBayeH MW 3aKJIIOYEH B
KOHIIEHTPAI[MOHHbIH J1areps CepeJl, a 3aTeM OTIIPaBJIEH Ha «I10e37le CMEPTU» B JIareph
yaunuToxkeHus Aymsutl (OCBeHITUM).

ITo mopore oH yroBapuBajl CBOUX CI[yTHUKOB COBEPIIHUTH MOOeET, yOexxaas, YTo IpU
STOM HEKOTOpBIE CMOTYT CIIACTUCh — a B IIPOTUBHOM cJIydae, HOTUOHYT Bce. OHAKO
€ro CIyTHUKU OBUIM NMApaJIM30BaHbl CTPAXOM, M B KOHIIE KOHI[OB, €My IPUIILIOCH
BBITIPBITHYTH U3 10€e371a 0lTHOMY. OH BHOBb CKPBIBAJICS, IIPOJIOJIKAS JIEATETbHOCTD 110
crniaceHuo Apyrux eBpeeB (Ku aw kadxa 6eanu c.134).

B sror mepuon p. BalicmaHziesnip cymes mepeziaTh Ha 3amaj KapTy KOHIUIareps B
Ay1miBuIle, COCTaBJIEHHYIO UM 110 IIOKA3aHUAM JIBYX €BPEEB, COBEPIIUBIINX ITOOET U3
aToro Jiareps. P. BaiicMaHieslb MPU3BIBAJI COIO3HHUKOB Pa3bOMOUTH Ia30BbIEe MEUYU
AyIIBUIIA U TIOTbE3HBIE IIyTU K HEMY — II0 €ro yOe:KIeHUI0, 3TO MOTJIO OBl CIIacTH
JKU3HHU MHOTHX TBICSY KEPTB, BE/Ib B ATHUX I1€YaxX YHUUTOXKAIU J0 JIBEHAAIATH ThICIY
eBpeeB ekelHeBHO. HO COI03HOE KOMaHJIOBaHHE, COCJIABIIWCh Ha TEXHUUYECKUE
IPUYUHBI OTKA3aJI0Ch OT IMPOBEJEHUs] TAaKOHM ollepalrui. B mocieayomui mepuos
CaMOJIETHI COIO3HUKOB Pa300MOMIIN MHOKECTBO BOEHHBIX U TPAXK/IAHCKUX O0OBEKTOB B
OKPECTHOCTSX AyIIBHIIA, HO XOTsI ObI OJIMH y/ap IO Ta30BbIM IeYaM U MOAbE3THBIM
IIyTSIM K JIarepio HaHeceH Tak u He 0bL1 (Ku aw xadxa 6eanu c.7; becemep paam c.44;
R. Nachman Zakon The Jewish Experience p.200).

B koHIIE BOWIHBI, BUMOU 5705 /1944/ Tona, p. BalicmaHiesb ObLI CITaceH HA «IIOE3]Ie
Kacruepa».

B pesysbraTe WHUIUUPOBAHHOH WM CAEJIKA MEXJIy JUXMAHOM U JOKTOPOM
KacrHepoMm ObL10 mepenpaBieHo B IlIBeliapuio Oosiee MOJyTOpa ThHICAY €BPEHCKUX
Y3HUKOB, U OH ObLJI BKJIFOUEH B 3TOT CIIUCOK — B 0OMEH HAIUCTHI MOJIYIMIN TaPTHIO
rpy3oBoro tpaHcnopTa (Ku aw xadxa 6eanu c.134; becemep paam ¢.82—84).

25




ITorepss B rozpl KaTacTpods! Beto cemblo, p. Balicmanzesns smurpuposai B CIITA. Ox
coznan B Hero-Mopke emmuBy, HasBas ee Humpa — B aMATH O CIOBAIKOH eIlHBe, B
KOTOPOU OH IPENoIaBasI /10 BOWHBI.

P. Xaum-Muxasib-/loB Baiicmanzens ymep B 5718 /1957/ Tomy.

B 5720 /1960/ romy B Hplo-Hopke BbIILIa B cBeT ero kuura Mum ameuyap (U3
TEeCHHUHBI), B KOTOPOU OH MOJIPOOHO pacckasajl O CBOUX IOIBITKAX «IIPHOCTAHOBUTH»
Karactpody.

¢ paspewenusn uzoameavcmsea ILllsym Amu,

http://www.shvutami.orq.il/#sthash.3EkKVTRBq.dpbs
N3 nukia ,EBpeiickre Myzpertsbl

https://toldot.ru/rabbanim/rabbanim 7524.html
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V. Pars

Harav Chaim Michel Dov Weissmandel ztz”’1

By David Sofer

Harav Chaim Michel Dov Weissmandel was the chareidi rav of the kehillah
of Nitra in Slovakia. During the period of Churban Europa, he dedicated
himself to efforts to save what he could of European Jewry. To his great
sorrow, he was not given the assistance he hoped for from the Jews of the
free world, which possibly could have stalled or halted the extermination
of the Jews of Hungary and Czechoslovakia.

Hagaon Harav Chaim Michel Dov Weissmandel was born in Debrecin in Hungary in
the year 5664 to his father Reb Yosef. When he was a young boy the family moved to
Tirnau where his father served as a shochet. Harav Weissmandel first learned in the
local cheder in Tirnau, and when he grew older, he travelled every day by train to the
nearby town of Sered, in order to learn Torah from his teacher Harav Dovid Vasly.

In the year 5701, when he was thirty-seven years old, his father Reb Yosef was niftar.
On the Friday prior to receiving the news, shortly before Shabbos came in, a person
approached him and asked him several times for the name of the mother of Avraham
Avinu. The person kept asking the same question, and then added that if he did not
receive an answer, it would cause him great anguish. On Motzoei Shabbos, Harav
Weissmandel received the bitter news of the petirah of his father. Later on that evening,
he found the reference in maseches Semachos that said, “Imtalai the daughter of
Karnebo, the mother of Avraham Avinu...” is a segulah in a time of danger. Harav
Weissmandel understood that at the time that he had been asked the question, his
father had fallen gravely ill and taken to his bed, from which he would not rise again.

In the year 5676, not long before he reached the age of bar mitzvah, Harav
Weissmandel prepared his bar mitzvah pshetl by himself. His modest grandfather, who
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was aware of the brilliance and sharpness of his grandson’s mind, was concerned that
the delivery of his droshah would cause his grandson to fall into the trap of pride, and
therefore he promised his young grandson that if he would refrain from speaking, he
would give him a large sum of money. Harav Weissmandel agreed to his grandfather’s
request, and with the money he bought himself the sefer ‘Rabbeinu Bachaye’ on the
Torah. Towards the end of his life, Harav Weissmandel came full circle, when he
learned from that very sefer at the time of his yetzias neshamah. Thirty-six years later,
he delivered the bar mitzvah pshetl that he had refrained from giving, to the talmidim
of his yeshivah. The talmidim were astounded at the penetrating and profound
droshah, and even more amazed to hear that this was the bar mitzvah pshetl that their
Rosh Yeshivah had held back from giving at the request of his grandfather.

Harav Weissmandel’s main teacher of Torah was Harav Shmuel Dovid Ungar, the rav
of Tirnau and later of Nitra. As a bachur in yeshivah, he was already fluent in Shas and
Poskim. He had an extraordinary grasp of the halachos of mikvaos, which demanded a
thorough knowledge of the mathematical calculations which were necessary in order
to know how to correctly build a kosher mikvah. Harav Weissmandel was also the
originator of the concept of ‘codes’ in the Torah, consisting of uniform gaps between
certain letters that revealed hidden messages.

Harav Weissmandel frequently travelled to gedolei Torah in Poland and Lithuania. In
the course of his travels, he merited to spend time in the presences of the Chofetz
Chaim ztz”], Maran Harav Chaim Ozer Grodzinski ztz’], Harav Elchanan Wasserman
Hy”d, the Gerrer Rebbe ztz”] and the Lubavitcher Rebbe ztz”l. In Shevat of the year
5697, when he was thirty-three years old, Harav Weissmandel married the daughter of
his rebbi Harav Shmuel Dovid Ungar. Even prior to, and also following his chasunah,
he was active on behalf of his father-in-law’s yeshivah, the Nitra Yeshivah, and he
became like his right hand. There were even periods during which he himself delivered
the main shiur in the yeshivah.

The most distinguished period of Harav Weissmandel’s life was undoubtedly that
during the Second World War, when his activities on behalf of his fellow Jews involved
putting his own life in extreme danger with an exceptional level of self-sacrifice. Harav
Weissmandel was the moving force behind the ‘Working Group’ — an organisation
whose purpose was to bring about a halt in the extermination programme for what
remained of European Jewry, by means of bribes given to the Nazis y”’sh. Together with
him in the Working Group were other Jews espousing many different hashkofos and
ideologies; a Reform ‘rabbi’, secular Jews, Zionists and others with various differing
points of view. Despite this, they were united by their shared purpose which overrode
any differences that would otherwise have caused conflict between them.
Harav Weissmandel and the Working Group were active in four main areas:

1) The raising of fifty thousand dollars of bribe money to pay for the Wisliczeny plan.
Wisliczeny was the German commander in Czechoslovakia, appointed to oversee the
expulsions from Slovakia at the end of the summer of 5702. Owing to the intervention
of the Working Group, during the next two years, no harm befell the Jews of
Czechoslovakia.

2) In the year 5703, Harav Weissmandel and the Working Group conducted

negotiations with Wisliczeny for a halt to the extermination over all of Europe. The
Germans demanded a payment of two million dollars for this. Behind all the dealings
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was the evil Himmler himself, who was looking for a way to emerge unscathed from
the war with something of humanity salvaged in order to save his life. Harav
Weissmandel and his partners endangered their lives in this embroilment, since they
promised this enormous sum even as their coffers were entirely depleted. They hoped
that the Jews of the free world would open their purses generously. In the meantime
they had to stall and present lies to Wisliczeny to keep him interested in the plan’s
execution. Eventually, however, the plan did not come to fruition, since the Working
Group was simply unable to raise the required sum.

3) After the deportation of Slovakian Jewry to Poland, Harav Weissmandel together
with his fellow rescue workers succeeded in establishing a connection with those who
had been transported there. This they achieved by making use of couriers who were
prepared, in return for payment, to enter Poland or the Ukraine and report back on the
eventual fate of the deportees. Some of these couriers were even members of the SS,
who acted solely for pecuniary motives. They would even transfer to the deportees
objects of value which they would in theory be able to use to barter in the lands to which
they had been expelled. But when the couriers returned from Poland and the Ukraine,
they reported back on the barbaric and cruel murder of the vast majority of the
deportees there. The news of what was transpiring in Eastern Europe was then passed
on by Harav Weissmandel to Gizi Fleischman, who was the representative of the Joint
Distribution Committee in Slovakia, and further on to Jewish organisations in
Switzerland and Kushta, Turkey.

4) During the deportation of Hungarian Jewry in the year 5704, Harav Weissmandel
sent tens of detailed letters and telegrams abroad to the free world, informing them of
the transports that were leaving every day. He also sent diagrams of the Auschwitz
extermination camp and the transportation links leading to it. He begged on the one
hand for a transfer of funds in order to deal with the Germans, for the ongoing
negotiations between the Hungarians and the Nazis; and on the other hand, he
appealed to the Allies to bomb Auschwitz and the railway stations and tracks that led
to it. He hoped desperately that the Jews of the United States would act to fulfil his
wishes and exert pressure on their government.

In the year 5704, the members of the Working Group were arrested. Some of them
were sent on train transports to Auschwitz, and others managed to escape. Harav
Weissmandel succeeded in sawing off a piece of the train carriage transporting him to
Auschwitz, and managed to jump from the moving train. After his escape, he found
refuge in a bunker in Pressburg-Bratislava.

After the war, he came out with fierce criticism of the Jewish organisations of the
world; the Joint, the World Jewish Congress, the Zionist Agency — who had acted
totally inadequately to save European Jewry. Harav Weissmandel was totally broken
by his experiences, and was close to a breakdown and severe depression. His heart
could not withstand the thought of all that had transpired, and he suffered several
serious heart attacks. He eventually settled in the United States and opened a yeshivah
there, for which he remained personally responsible until his last days, alongside his
work of documenting the terrible events of the Churban.

Harav Weissmandel was niftar on the 6th of Kislev in the year 5717. He left behind his
sefer ‘Min ha’Meitzar’, in which he revealed all the trials he underwent in the course of
his rescue work, which was ultimately largely unsuccessful. This sefer was a damning
indictment of the Zionist establishment as guilty of inaction during the crucial war
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years. In addition, he authored a special ‘kinah’, lamentation, for Tisha b’Av in which
he mourned the cruel and unnatural deaths of the Jewish people in the terrible years
of Churban Europa.

Recommendation

http://www.tog.org.il/en/Article.aspx?id=525
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V. Pars

Oxford Chabad Society

Michael Dov Weissmandl: Remembering an Oxford
Rabbi Who Saved Jews from the Holocaust

Essays by Rabbi Eli Brackman

The University of Oxford did more for Jewish refugees than any other single university
in England,[1] claims recently published research by Oxford historian Laurence
Brockliss. By the time the war broke out, the university had taken in no less than fifty
German Jewish refugees and had given them financial support. Most of the German
Jewish refugees who initially arrived were physicists and of international reputation.

The bringing over of refugees began when Frederick Lindemann, anticipating the
purge of Jewish academics in 1933, saw an opportunity to set up Oxford, ahead of
Cambridge, as a centre for low temperature physics by recruiting German Jewish
academics to come to Oxford to work for the Clarendon Laboratory that he headed.
This included the Breslau five: K.A.G. Mendelssohn, his assistants Francis Simon and
Nicholas Kurti, and their doctoral pupils Heinz and Fritz London, as well as Heinrich
Kuhn and Erwin Schrodinger. One of the first Jewish exiles to arrive in Oxford was
Hans Krebs, who went on to win a Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 1953[2].

Despite taking in Jewish academics fleeing the Nazis, deep-seated racism and
protectionism nevertheless persisted in Oxford against non-British nationals gaining
posts at the university, the classicist Eduard Frankel (Freiberg) was the only exile to
gain a permanent university post, at Corpus Christi at the end of 1934. It was in 1938-
9 when the university attitude mellowed to a degree. In November 1938, they were
reported to have been supporting twenty-seven refugees, which was more than any
other university in England, including Cambridge, besides London’s combined
colleges. In the whole of France only nineteen were being looked after. Society for the
Protection of Science and Learning (SPSL), established by London School of
Economics (LSE) in 1933 to support academics in exile, reports that Oxford in 1938,
when a number of Oxford fellows had joined the society, persuaded colleges to open
their doors more widely. SPSL in 1939 announced a national appeal for funds and the
Vice Chancellor of Oxford graciously allowed the Sheldonian theatre to be used as a
venue for a meeting where they addressed the ‘problem of the refugee scholar’ in
Oxford. At that time, nine of the men’s colleges — All Souls, St John’s, Magdalen,
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Merton, Christ Church, Oriel, Lincoln, Queens, Balliol, and two women societies - LMH
and Somerville, were all supporting at least one scholar in exile. All Souls was
supporting four academics, including lawyers Fritz Buchart, Evan Kantowitz, Martin
Wolff and Max Grunhut between £300 and £400 per annum. Other colleges were
giving a token contribution clarifying that they would mostly likely not increase in the
future pleading poverty. Wadham, for example, gave nothing at all.

At the end of 1938, Biblical scholar Godfrey Driver of Magdalen wrote to a number of
leading academics at the university suggesting that a common relief fund be created.
Subsequently, in February, 1939, the University Council established the ‘Information
Bureau for Refugee Studies’. The aim was to bring people to Oxford to be put to use,
with the prospect of re-emigration. On 8th March, 1939, it was announced that Oxford
had given more funds towards refugees (£3,765) than any British university. The
beneficiaries of this effort included a range of Jewish academics[3] as well as German
orientalist and pastor Paul Kahle who arrived in 1939 after being persecuted by the
Nazis for his wife helping a Jewish neighbor during Kristallnacht in 1938. Kahle was
subsequently dismissed from the University of Bonn in 1939 after hiring Rabbi Yechiel
Yaakov Weinberg as an assistant. Student refugees at Oxford included Karl Leyser,
Heinz Koepller, a chemist Mrs. Jaeger, Joseph Doppler, who was killed near Dunkirk
and Franz Ludwig Carsten at Wadham. This is an overview of the extent that Oxford
undertook to accept Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi Europe before the War.

Michael Dov Weissmandl

In contrast to this movement of Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi persecution of Jews in
Europe in the 1930s and settling in Oxford, is the fate of an heroic individual who
moved in the opposite direction: travelling from the comfort and security of Oxford
into the eye of the storm, returning to his home country Slovakia to try and save as
many Jews as possible from the Holocaust, despite great danger to his own life. Rabbi
Michael Dov Weissmandl (1903-1957) was a scholar and expert of Hebrew
manuscripts, who visited Oxford during the 1930s, and played an instrumental role in
attempting to save Jews from the Nazis during the Second World War. This second
part of the article will illustrate how Michael Dov Weissmandl’s visits to Oxford served
him his rabbinical ordination, possibly the first rabbi to be ordained from research at
the Bodleian library, but also offered him the groundwork to attempt to help save tens
of thousands of Jews from the Nazis in Slovakia and millions in Europe.

Michael Dov Weissmandl was born in 1903 in Debrecen, Hungary, and a few years later
moved with his family to Tyrnau, Slovakia.[4] In 1931, he moved to the Slovakian town
of Nitra to study under the rabbi of Nitra and dean of the last surviving yeshiva in Nazi
occupied Europe, Rabbi Shmuel Dovid Ungar (1886 — 1945), whose daughter he later
married. Before moving to Nitra, he studied at the yeshivah of Rabbi Joseph Zvi
Dushinsky, who was chief rabbi of Galanta, Slovakia, until around the First World
War.[5]

In the 1930s, Michael Dov Weissmandl travelled to Oxford three times to do research
at the Bodleian library’s collection of Hebrew manuscripts, comparing printed works
with the original manuscript. As an expert of Hebrew manuscripts, he gained much
respect from the librarian, allowing him considerable access, during non-visiting
hours, to the Hebrew collection for his research. On one occasion he is known to have
helped the librarian identify the author of a new manuscript they had just acquired and
been misattributed by the scholars at the library. This scholar was most probably Eric
Otto Winstedt, who was Keeper of the Oriental Collection, including the Hebrew
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holdings, during the 1930s. As E.O. Winstedt was principally a Latinist and
Gypsologist, rather than Hebraist, Wessmandl's assistance must have been
appreciated, as well as other rabbis who visited the Bodleain library earlier, like Rabbi
Abraham Isaac Kook, who also visited Oxford, referring to it in his works as the ‘City
of Books’.[6] During his visits to Oxford, Michael Dov Weissmandl recorded variant
readings from the Hebrew manuscripts as well as hundreds of unpublished rabbinic
responsa which he intended to publish.

It appears that Rabbi Weismandl was not uninterested in the people around him while
he was in Oxford. He related that he became acquainted with a non-Jewish scholar in
Oxford, who had an exceptional knowledge of Talmud, allowing him to quote entire
tractates from memory. Weismandl’s work in Oxford seems to have included, among
other things, preparing a new edition of Kikayon de-Yonah, a Talmudic commentary,
by 16th century Rabbi Jonah T’omim, who was born in Prague and acted as rabbi in
Grodno and Pinsk, Lithuania. In 1648, because of the Chmielnick pogrom, Rabbi
Teomim fled to Vienna, Nikolsburg, Austria, and finally Metz, Lorraine, before he
passed away in 1649.

The editing of the new edition of Kikayon de-Yonah seems to have been for the
publishing of its 3rd edition. The first edition was edited and published in Amsterdam
in 1690 by the son of Rabbi Jonah T’omim, Joshua, and the second printing was in 1712
at Hanau, Germany. In less than a year, Rabbi Weissmandl reviewed the fifteen
tractates of the Talmud included in the above-mentioned book which was ultimately
printed by the governors of the Nitra Yeshivah with Rabbi Weissmandl’s notes,
glosses and emendations. At the end of the volume, Rabbi Weissmandl added notes
to Shulchan Aruch (Code of Jewish Law) Even Ha-Ezer (Laws of Marriage and
Divorce) on the basis of a manuscript he had discovered in Oxford[7]. Thus, it appears,
Rabbi Weissmandl was not just comparing the second edition of this work with the
original manuscript but intended to add an unpublished manuscript of the same
author that was exclusively found at the Bodleian library.

In his biography it mentions his motivation to prepare a new edition of this work was
due to the fact that students were studying this work as a basic text at the Yeshiva of
Nitra in Slovakia, under the tutelage of his father-in-law, Rabbi Ungar. It is therefore
possible that Rabbi Weissmandl heard that there existed this additional
rare unpublished manuscript by Rabbi T'omim in Oxford and this discovery and
pursuit to publish it seems to have been a central reason for his travel to Oxford. It is,
however, interesting to note that the Bodleian Library doesn't appear to have in its
collection the main work by Rabbi T'omim, Kikayon D'Yonah, on the Talmud. It would
therefore seem that the comparing of the published edition to the original manuscript
was not the reason for his coming to Oxford when working on the third edition
of Kikayon D'Yonah but rather the publication of the additional unpublished
manuscript on the Code of Jewish Law, Shulchan Aruch, that Rabbi Weissmandl
wished to add to his new edition.

Indeed, from the following story about his ordination, it is clear that he was
undertaking many different Hebraic academic studies as his purpose for coming to
Oxford, in addition to the expanding of the the work of Kikayon D'Yonah. His research
and intense study of unpublished Hebrew manuscripts in Oxford in fact led to his
rabbinical ordination before his wedding. In January 1937 (14 Shevat), Michael Dov
Weissmandl married Bracha Rachel, the daughter of his teacher Rabbi Samuel David
Ungar. For the engagement (tenaim), which was held some time earlier, the
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bridegroom had returned from England, where he had been pursuing his research in
Oxford.

At the celebration, he gave a brilliant lecture that lasted for two and a half hours. In his
discourse, he discussed the legal aspects of sivlonot (gifts which a man gives his future
bride). At the beginning of his talk, he recounted that in Oxford he had found
manuscripts containing several problems on the subject raised by an ancient Torah
sage, Rabbi Simon Sharabi. Weissmandl intended to resolve these questions. He
proceeded to explain, on the basis of the manuscript sources he had discovered, the
custom of the Jews of Oberland (Upper Hungary) not to commit the engagement
conditions to writing. Rabbi David Meisels of Satoraljuajhely (northern Hungary, near
the Slovak border), who was present at the celebration, was so impressed that, as a
wedding gift, he granted the bridegroom rabbinical ordination in acknowledgement of
his deep knowledge of Jewish law and scholarship of the Torah.

Although immersed in Hebrew manuscript research and Torah study at Oxford, he was
not uninterested in his surrounding and the fate of his people in Europe. While in
Oxford, it is possible he became acquainted with other prominent Jewish members of
the university in the 1930s, such as Sir Isaiah Berlin, who had then received a prize
scholarship at All Souls College. It is unclear whether he would have met Jewish
historian Cecil Roth who moved to Oxford in January 1939 as Reader in Post-Biblical
Jewish Studies, having studied at Merton College for a DPhil in 1924. Zionist leader
and director of Marks and Spencer, Harry Sacher supported Roth’s position, in order
to provide Jewish leadership and hospitality for Oxford’s students.[8] As early as 1933,
Cecil Roth was vocal against the Nazis, and penned a letter of protest to the London
Times against Hitler's declaration to boycott Jewish establishments. Weissmandl
would have almost definitely been aware of the debate and discussion and subsequent
influx of Jewish refugee scholars to Oxford from Nazi Germany throughout the 1930s.
Despite the comfort and security of Oxford, in 1939 Michael Dov Weissmandl felt he
could no longer be at peace living in Oxford working on Hebrew manuscripts while his
community was in danger in Europe. Perhaps he was inspired and motivated by the
efforts of the non Jewish University community in Oxford, in successfully taking in,
and paying bursaries to, a significant number of Jewish academics. On 14 March 19309,
Slovakia became a puppet clero-fascist client state of Germany that lasted until 8 May,
1945. Shortly after the invasion of Poland by Germany, together with the newly created
Slovak Republic, on 1 September 1939, Weissmandl decided to return to Slovakia as an
agent of World Agudath Israel, the political arm of Orthodox Judaism. Agudath Israel
had its support base mainly in Eastern Europe, to help rescue the Jews of Slovakia and
other Jews of Europe.

Due to Michael Dov Weissmandl having spent considerable amount of time in Oxford
and likely became familiar with the British establishment, it gave him the ability to
assist with attempts to save Jews from the Holocaust. This happened when the Nazis
gathered sixty rabbis from Burgenland, bordering Slovakia. Czechoslovakia refused
them entry and Austria would not take them back, leaving the stranded on the border.
Weissmandl flew to England, where he was received by the Archbishop of Canterbury
and the Foreign Office, and succeeded in obtaining entry visas to England for the sixty
rabbis, saving them from the Holocaust.

When the Nazis, aided by Catholic priest, Father Jozef Tiso, head of the Slovak
government, began deportation of Slovakian Jews in March, 1942, members of the
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Slovak Judenrat formed an underground organization called the Working Group. The
group's main activity was to help Jews as much as possible, in part through payment
of large bribes to German and Slovak officials. Weissmandl was a leading member of
this Working Group during the period of WWII, together with his relative Gisi
Fleischmann. In June, 1942, through a mediator they approached the Gestapo expert
on Jewish affairs attached to the German embassy at Bratislava, Dieter Wisliceny, with
a bribe of $50,000. This bribe was accepted, half of which had to be paid within two
weeks, allowing the transports to stop for seven weeks. The second installment could
not however be raised and three further Slovakian transports were sent to Poland in
September. Finally, the funds were raised, though two further transports were sent to
Poland after the money was paid. In total, 58,000 Jews were deported to Auschwitz in
this period, 50,000 in June and a further 8,000 in September. After that no more
deportations left for two years. The delay of the 8,000 Jews was due to the initiative of
Weissmandl. It is debated what role the bribe played in the stopping of the transports
for the two year period, as the Prime Minister Ludin refers to Church pressure and
corruption of Slovak officials through bribes exempting up to 35,000 Jews for
economic reasons, as reasons for the stopping of the transports.[9]

At Weissmandl's initiative the Working Group was also responsible for the ill-fated
Europa Plan which would have seen in late 1942 large numbers of European Jews
rescued from the Nazis by paying the Nazis one to two million dollars ransom to stop
most transports. The Germans asked for a 10% down payment, which unfortunately
could not be raised.[10]

According to Rudolph Vrba, the Working Group played a role in the distribution of an
"Auschwitz Report" in 1944. The report was an accurate account of Auschwitz and the
deportation and plans for the extermination of one million Hungarian Jews. On 18
May, 1944, Weissmandl sent the report to the Jewish leaders in Turkey, Switzerland
and Palestine, with a demand that was passed on to the Allies to bomb train lines to
Auschwitz. Although the Allies flew over Auschwitz many times in the late Spring of
1944, the proposal to bomb Auschwitz was rejected by the British Forein Office, though
supported by Churchill and similarly vetoed by Washington, due to it being regarded a
‘civilian’ target.[11] A few weeks earlier, however, on 25 April, Rudolph Vrba, another
Slovakian Jew, who escaped from Auschwitz on 7th April, 1944, together with Alfred
Wetzler, wrote a report about the camp, of which he was an eyewitness. Vrba claims
that his report was passed on to Papal Nuncio in Slovakia, who took it to Geneva, where
it was passed on to Pope Pius XII, as well as President Roosevelt and Winston
Churchill. Papal Nuncio subsequently handed a letter from Pope Pius XII to Hungary's
Fascist regent Admiral Horthy protesting the deportations of Hungarian Jewry. In
addition US Secretary of State Cordell Hull threatened Horthy with post-war
retribution if he doesn't immediately stop the transports. At the time 12,000 Jews a
day were being transported to Auschwitz. Due to these reports the transportations were
stopped whereby 400,000 Jews were killed instead of the intended million had the
transports been allowed to continue. Vrba writes that he met Weissmandl in secret in
Bratislava and that, in addition to his efforts with the Auschwitz report, Weissmandl
singlehandedly saved hundreds of people from deportations.[12]

In August 1944, Weissmandl was captured by the S.S., together with his family, and
was put on a train to Auschwitz. Weissmandl escaped from the sealed train by sawing
open the lock of the carriage with an emery wire he had hidden in a loaf of stale
bread.[13] He jumped from the moving train, breaking his leg in the process, and hid
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in a secret bunker in suburban Bratislava, from where he was taken by Rudolf Kasztner
and his Nazi associate Kurt Becher to Switzerland. In 1946, Weissmandl left
Switzerland for America, where he remarried and re-established the Nitra Yeshiva.
Rabbi Michael Dov Weissmandl passed away in 1957.

While Holocaust historians question the extent of the success of Weissmandl’s efforts
in terms of lives rescued on behalf of Slovakian and Hungarian Jewry, his willingness
to leave the comfort and security of Oxford and return to Slovakia to make every effort
to save Jews in Europe is an inspiring demonstration of placing the life of others before
one’s own, considered beyond the call of duty in Jewish law. It is interesting to
speculate whether he could have applied for a position at the Bodleian Library or
moved to London with his family, so as not to have to return to Europe once the War
broke out. As one of the great pre-War rabbis in Europe, the discussion in Jewish law
regarding putting one’s life in harm’s way to save another would have no doubt been
familiar to him.

Love thy neighbour

The moral imperative to help a person in need, in Jewish teaching, is based on
Leviticus:[14] “Love your neighbour as yourself” and:[15] “Do not stand idly by the
blood of your neighbour”. This injunction however is restricted[16] by the further
injunction: “You shall therefore keep my statutes and my rules; if a person does
them, he shall live by them”.[17] Rabbi David ben Zimra, also called by his acronym
Radbaz (1479-1573), writes in a responsa[18]: “a person who endangers one’s life to
save another is a pious fool”. The view of Maimonides is that one is not required to
leave a city of refuge (where one is protected, according to Jewish law, from the revenge
of family members of a victim who he accidentally killed), even to save the life of the
entire Jewish people.[19] Rabbi Meir Simcha of Dvinsk (1843-1926), known as Or
Sameach after his commentary on Maimonides, writes[20] that the view of
Maimonides is in fact that one is not required to risk one’s own life to save the life of
others. This question whether one needs to risk one’s own life to save another is the
subject of a dispute between the Jerusalemite and Babylonian Talmud, in which Jewish
law decides according to the latter, that one need not put one’s own life at risk to save
the life of another person even from certain death.[21] Rabbi Moses Ze'ev of Grodno
(d. 1830) in his work Aguddat Ezov qualifies however that when in doubt whether there
is actual risk one should not err on the side of caution.

In the case of Weissmandl, in September 1939, when he left Oxford for Slovakia, the
War had only just broken out and the fate of the Jews of Europe was not yet sealed.
The mass shootings in Eastern Europe took place in 1941 and the Wannsee Conference
to discuss and implement the Final Solution took place in January, 1942. Nevertheless,
from 1933 onwards when the Nazis rose to power, particularly after Kristallnacht on 9
November, 1938, and the invasion of Poland by the Nazis together with Slovakia in
1939, leaving Oxford — a place where refugees had been coming for protection — for
Slovakia, to help save European Jewry was a decision that put his life at risk, even if he
didn’t envision the possibility at that time of being sent to Auschwitz with his family.
This was a display of immense piety, as Radbaz states:[22] Fortunate is the portion of
a person who causes himself harm to save another person’s life. Whether Weissmandl
saved one person or thousands, Jewish teaching considers the virtue of saving even one
life the same as saving an entire world.[23] While Oxford is remembered, rightly so,
positively as a place that went further than other similar institutions in the UK to save
Jews fleeing Nazi Germany for safety, Weissmandl should equally be remembered as a
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person of enormous courage and vision who left Oxford and went beyond the call of
duty to save Jews at such a tragic period in Jewish history despite great danger to his
own life.

Footnotes

[1] Ark of Civilization: Refugee Scholars and Oxford University, 1930-1945, Ch. 3, Laurence
Brockliss. The research in this paper about Jewish refugees in Oxford in the 1930s is from the
above chapter, delivered at a lecture at the Oxford University Chabad Society in March, 2017.

[2] In the first two years after the Nazis came to power, six with an arts background found a
home at Oxford, including political scientist and lawyer Albrecht Mendelssohn-Bartholdy at
Balliol in 1934, historian Ernst Kasire and economist Jacob Marschak at All Souls,
educationalist Elisabeth Blochmann at LMH, philosopher Raymond Kobansky at Oriel from
January 1934, and classicist Eduard Friankel (Freiberg), the only exile to gain a permanent
university post, at Corpus Christi at the end of 1934. Oxford reader in Celtic, Paul Jacobsthal,
arrived in 1935, becoming Reader of Celtic archaeology in 1937. Philologist Rudolf Pfeiffer
arrived in 1937 due his Jewish wife Lili (nee Beer).

[3] Botanist Kurt Wohl arrived in March 1939. Some older refugees were unable to find a home
at Oxford, like philosopher Georg Misch, who was briefly at Magdalen, and neo-Hegelian
Richard Kroner, briefly at Corpus. Other academics supported by Oxford when the war broke
out included lawyer Gerhard Leibholz, supported by Magdalen, professor of politics Harmon
Zeigler, philologist Jacob Leib Teicher, Pedro Bosch Gimpera, Viennese surgeon Julius
Schnitzler, mathematician Robert Remak and Italian historian Arnaldo Marmigliano,
Philologist Paul Maas, legal scholar Fritz Pringsheim, classicist Felix Jacoby, who was
supported generously by Christ Church, also arrived in 1939. Middle Eastern archaeologist
Claude Schaeffer arrived in 1940 after the Fall of France. Musicologist Egon Wellesz arrived in
England after the Anschluss and arrived in Oxford in 1942 after being kept as an enemy alien
in the Isle of White until 1943.

[4] An Unheeded Cry (Artscroll). See this biography for many of the details mentioned in this
article.

[5] Rabbi Dushinksy was fourth or fifth cousin to political scientist Dr. Michael Pinto-
Duschinsky, currently residing in Oxford.

[6] http://www.oxfordchabad.org/templates/articlecco cdo/aid/457395/jewish/Rabbi-
Abraham-Isaac-Kook.htm.

[7] The manuscript with these notes can be in fact found listed in Adolf Neubauer’s Catalogue
of the Hebrew Manuscripts in the Bodleian and in the College Libraries of Oxford (Published
1886) entry number 761:1 (p. 149): “R. Yonah T’omim’s Novellae on Ebben ha-Ezer, and some
other casuistic notes.”

[8] The Jews of Oxford, David M. Lewis, p. 64.

[o] A History of the Holocaust, Yehuda Bauer, p. 339-340.

[10] Saving one’s own: Jewish rescuers during the Holocaust, ch. Slovakia.

[11] A History of the Holocaust, Yehuda Bauer, p. 241; 351.

[12] Escaped from Auschwitz, Rudolph Vrba, p. 274. On page 275, Vrba describes his meeting
Weissmandl: “I found myself facing a tall, dark man with exceptionally vivid eyes. He was only

about forty, but his heavy black beard made him look older. I felt at once that I was in the
presence of a very remarkable personality, in spite of his shabby clothes, his collarless,
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buttonless shirt, his mu-stained trousers and battered shoes. One, I noticed, was tied with
string, The other was not tied at all. He greeted me in Slovak, which amazed his students
because normally he spoke only Hebrew and insisted on an interpreter translating into Hebrew
anything said to him in any other language. Then, dismissing the students in his room with a
gesture, he said: “So you have escaped from Auschwitz. Therefore I must address you as the
Ambassador of 1,760,000 people.”

[13] Escaped from Auschwitz, Rudolph Vrba, p. 274.

[14] 19:18.

[15] Leviticus 19:16.

[16] Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 426.

[17] Leviticus 18:5.

[18] 3:627.

[19] Mishneh Torah, Laws of murder 7:8.

[20] Or Sameach commentary to Mishnah Torah (ibid).

[21] Choshen Mishpat, Pischei Teshuva 426:2.

[22] Ibid.

[23] Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5.
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Min Ha'Meitzar

Min-Ha'Meitzar, Hebrew for from the straits, is book of testimony written
by Rabbi Weissmandl, post-mortem in 1957.

In this book, Rabbi Weissmandl writes his recollection of the events. He
included in it as many letters as he could find prior to his death. Also
included are a few letters, written by Gisi Fleischmann that were
translated from German to Hebrew.

The testimony written by Rabbi Weissmandl is heart-breaking;:

"Anybody that hears about this can go crazy. Because if he does
not go crazy, he must have been crazy to begin with."

"Brothers, Are you out of your mind? Do you have any idea what
sort of hell he are going through? Why are you holding back the
funds that are so crucial to us?

from Min-Ha'Meitzar

Recommendation

https://www.weissmandl.org/

Min HaMeitzar, Mun amenap (13 TeCHUHBI),
Min Ha Metzar (from the depths of distress).

Min HaMeitzar (Jeruzalem, 1960, New York 1961, publikovani v
Hebrejcine) je kniha, ktora opisuje sktisenosti HaGaon HaKadosh HaRav
Chaim Michoel Dov Weissmandela ZTVK "L, v ¢asoch vojny.

Vela knih bolo publikovanych, precitanych a zabudnutych.
Existuje vsak jedna kniha, ktora nesmie zdiel’at tento osud. Toto
je kronika z vojnovych rokov 1942 az 1945, tak vhodne
pomenovana " Min HaMeitzar " (Z ,,hlbin zafalstva“, doslova "Z
nziny".). Nazov sa sklada z prvych dvoch slov v Zalme 118: 5, ¢o
znamena "z hlbin zafalstva", doslova "Z aziny".

Len vel'mi malo l'udi si tito knihu precéitalo. Zdedené skutocnosti, ktoré sa
v nej objavili, nie st zatial dostato¢ne zname.
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x kX

»Vd’aka vytvoreniu svojho ,,Europa planu“

HaRav Chaim Michoel Dov Weissmandel ZTVK "L,
presvedcil nemecké a slovenské organy, aby odlozili hromadné
deportacie Zidov na dva roky.“ CO JE "PLAN EUROPA%?
Bol to plan, ktory mohol zastavit giganticky stroj Holokaustu
nielen na Slovensku, ale v celej Eurdpe!!!

Rav Weissmandel bol najviésim hrdinom Holokaustu. Keby
medzinarodny liberalny svet a svetsky zidovsky svet
uskutoénili zachranné plany - ktoré zahrnali vel’korysé aplatky
nacistickym vodcom a bombardovali cesty do Osvienc¢imu - zili
by miliény Zidov, ktorych Zivoty boli zmarené
v koncentra¢nych taboroch.

Len vel’mi malo 'udi dnes vie o jeho brilantnom a komplexnom
ussilii a zachrannych planoch, pretoze Rav Weissmandel je
zamerne ignorovany po celom svete, tymi, ktori si radsej
pripominajua tych, ktori hovorili vela, ale robili malo.
tato kniha hovori pravdu a u¢i ako zabranit opakovaniu.

kX
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Fragmenty z Knihy Min HaMeitzar," Spomienky na hrozné roky Holokaustu.

41




Tammuz 1944

List Rebe
Michaela Dov Weissmandela z Bratislavy, pozadujiciho bombardovani zelezni¢nich
trati vedoucich do vyhlazovacich tdbort. Kat. 8224-25964
A letter written by Rabbi Michael Dov Weissmandel of Bratislava requesting the
bombing of the railroad tracks leading to the extermination camps.
Catalog No.: 8224

http://www.infocenters.co.il/gfh /notebook ext.asp?book=1445&lang=heb&site=gth
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http://www.infocenters.co.il/gfh/notebook_ext.asp?book=1445&lang=heb&site=gfh

Gratias tibi valde, Toda Raba, Podékovani, biarogapaocru, Vielen Dank,
Thanks you very much,

Hcrounuk, Quelle:

1/ MEZI ZASLEPENYMI BLAZNY (1998) -Trilogie — Scenarista Martin Smok,
Rezisér Petr Bok dokumentarni trilogie vénovana zivotu a praci Michaela
Weissmandla, vynikajiciho ortodoxniho rabina ze Slovenska, ktery za druhé svétové
vélky zachranil tisice slovenskych a madarskych Zidi pred Holokaustem a usiloval
o zachranu vsech evropskych Zid;

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muiHogUQO32w
Mezi zaslepenymi blazny ¢ast 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0AUw4VEJiCA
Mezi zaslepenymi blazny ¢ast 2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nW7TyiqPGQE
Mezi zaslepenymi blazny ¢ast 3

2/Marek Cejka's Middle Eastern Pages
http://blizky-vychod.blogspot.com/2015/01/rabin-ktery-chtel-zastavit-
holokaust.html

3/ Oxford Chabad Society, By Rabbi Eli Brackman
https: //www.oxfordchabad.org/templates/articlecco cdo/aid/1378317/jewish/A-
Rabbi-from-the-Bodleian-Library-who-saved-Jews-from-the-Holocaust.htm

4/ https://alchetron.com/Chaim-Michael-Dov-Weissmandl

5/ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael Dov Weissmandl

6/ PaB Anekcanap Kam 13 nukia , EBpelickue myapensr”

https://toldot.ru/rabbanim/rabbanim 7524.html

7/ http://www.tog.org.il/en/Article.aspx?id=525

8/ Oxford Chabad Society, By Rabbi Eli Brackman

Michael Dov Weissmandl: Remembering an Oxford Rabbi Who Saved Jews from the
Holocaust

https://www.oxfordchabad.org/templates/articlecco cdo/aid/3659256/jewish/Mich
ael-Dov-Weissmandl-Remembering-an-Oxford-Rabbi-Who-Saved-Jews-from-the-
Holocaust.htm

9/ Web na pamiatku Rabina Weissmandla, https://www.weissmandl.org/

10/ https://www.yadvashem.org/odot pdf/Microsoft%20Word%20-%203502.pdf

11/ List Rebe Michaela Dov Weissmandela z Bratislavy, pozadujiciho bombardovani
Zeleznicnich trati vedoucich do vyhlazovacich tabort. Kat. 8224-25964
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muiH0gUO32w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0AUw4VEJiCA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nW7Tyi4PGQE
http://blizky-vychod.blogspot.com/2015/01/rabin-ktery-chtel-zastavit-holokaust.html
http://blizky-vychod.blogspot.com/2015/01/rabin-ktery-chtel-zastavit-holokaust.html
https://www.oxfordchabad.org/templates/articlecco_cdo/aid/1378317/jewish/A-Rabbi-from-the-Bodleian-Library-who-saved-Jews-from-the-Holocaust.htm
https://www.oxfordchabad.org/templates/articlecco_cdo/aid/1378317/jewish/A-Rabbi-from-the-Bodleian-Library-who-saved-Jews-from-the-Holocaust.htm
https://alchetron.com/Chaim-Michael-Dov-Weissmandl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Dov_Weissmandl
https://toldot.ru/rabbanim/rabbanim_7524.html
http://www.tog.org.il/en/Article.aspx?id=525
https://www.oxfordchabad.org/templates/articlecco_cdo/aid/3659256/jewish/Michael-Dov-Weissmandl-Remembering-an-Oxford-Rabbi-Who-Saved-Jews-from-the-Holocaust.htm
https://www.oxfordchabad.org/templates/articlecco_cdo/aid/3659256/jewish/Michael-Dov-Weissmandl-Remembering-an-Oxford-Rabbi-Who-Saved-Jews-from-the-Holocaust.htm
https://www.oxfordchabad.org/templates/articlecco_cdo/aid/3659256/jewish/Michael-Dov-Weissmandl-Remembering-an-Oxford-Rabbi-Who-Saved-Jews-from-the-Holocaust.htm
https://www.weissmandl.org/
https://www.yadvashem.org/odot_pdf/Microsoft%20Word%20-%203502.pdf

A letter written by Rabbi Michael Dov Weissmandel of Bratislava requesting the
bombing of the railroad tracks leading to the extermination camps.

Catalog No.: 8224;

http://www.infocenters.co.il/gth/notebook ext.asp?book=1445&lang=heb&site=gth

11/ Auschwitz Protocols, ,Yad Vashem®,
https://www.yadvashem.org/odot pdf/Microsoft%20Word%20-%205784.pdf

12/ USHMM Auschwitz Protocols Zurich Switzerland
https://www.ushmm.org/collections/the-museums-collections/collections-
highlights/mantello-rescue-mission/auschwitz-protocol

13/ Claude Lanzmann:

Hermann Landau talks about the rescue work of Rabbi Weissmandel, as well as
rescue efforts based in Switzerland and the U.S. He describes Weissmandel as an
increasingly desperate man who would not hesitate to bribe the Nazis or commit
violence if it would help the

Jews.https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/irn1003916

14/ Claude Lanzmann:

Siegmunt Forst escaped Vienna and moved to New York after the war broke out.
He talks about his dealings with Rabbi Michael Weissmandel, a Slovakian Jew who
tried desperately to tell the world what was happening to the European Jews.
Weissmandel begged American Jewish leaders and others for money with which to
bribe the Nazis. Lanzmann is interested in the individual and collective choices about
whether to resist and/or to rescue, and in this interview and others he clearly views
Weissmandel as an important figure.

https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/irn1003913

15/ TheEuropa Plan, Dr. Efraim Zuroff, http://www.shalom-
magazine.com/Print.php?id=440306

16/ Rabbi Chaim Michoel Dov Weissmandl,
https://www.geni.com/people/Chaim-Michoel-Dov-
Weissmandl/6000000004681147394

17/ NESLO O ZIDY, ALE O KSEFT, Maté&j Stransky
https: //www.respekt.cz/tydenik/2003/41/neslo-o-zidy-ale-o-kseft

18/ Ben Hecht (nar. 28. Februar 1894, zom. 18. April 1964)
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/ben-hecht

19/ Ben Hecht;

Hecht did more to help Jewish Holocaust refugees and the nascent State of Israel
than most American Jews at the time

http://www.aish.com/j/sod/Stars of David Ben Hecht.html

20/ Perfidy by Ben Hecht
https://emetnews.org/documents/perfidy.pdf
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http://www.infocenters.co.il/gfh/notebook_ext.asp?book=1445&lang=heb&site=gfh
https://www.yadvashem.org/odot_pdf/Microsoft%20Word%20-%205784.pdf
https://www.ushmm.org/collections/the-museums-collections/collections-highlights/mantello-rescue-mission/auschwitz-protocol
https://www.ushmm.org/collections/the-museums-collections/collections-highlights/mantello-rescue-mission/auschwitz-protocol
https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/irn1003916
https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/irn1003913
http://www.shalom-magazine.com/Print.php?id=440306
http://www.shalom-magazine.com/Print.php?id=440306
https://www.geni.com/people/Chaim-Michoel-Dov-Weissmandl/6000000004681147394
https://www.geni.com/people/Chaim-Michoel-Dov-Weissmandl/6000000004681147394
https://www.respekt.cz/tydenik/2003/41/neslo-o-zidy-ale-o-kseft
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/ben-hecht
http://www.aish.com/j/sod/Stars_of_David_Ben_Hecht.html
https://emetnews.org/documents/perfidy.pdf

21/ Perfidy https://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Columnists/Power-and-Politics-
Perfidy-revisited

22/ The Unheeded Cry. by. Dr. Abraham Fuchs
https://www.weissmandl.org/TheUnheededCry/TheUnheededCry Index.htm

23/ Letter by Rabbi Weissmandel to He-Haluts Headquarters in Geneva; Rabbi
Announces Deportation of Hungarian Jewry
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/rabbi-announces-deportation-of-hungarian-

JEWTY

24/ ,E két kotet nem csak konyv: a magyar Holocaustban a konyvek konyve” — irta
Mezei Andras 1997-ben Randolph L. Braham professzor ,,A népirtas politikaja” cimi
munkajarol.

Ha valaki a magyar holokauszttal kapcsolatban kutat, ir, érdeklodik, elso dolga
fellapozni ,,a brahamet” és megnézni, hogy az adott kérdésrol mi szerepel a két vaskos
kotetben.

~A népirtas politikaja” a legaprobb részletekig feltarja a magyar zsidok 1944—-1945-6s
sorsat.

https://moly.hu/konyvek/randolph-l-braham-a-nepirtas-politikaja-i-ii

25/ Randolph Louis Braham (geb. als Adolf Abrahdm, mit dem hebriischen Namen
Avraham ben Itzhak ben Aryeh; December 20, 1922 — ges. November 25, 2018)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Randolph L. Braham

26/ Randolph L. Braham: A népirtas politikaja I-II.A Holokauszt
Magyarorszagon.Holokaust v Mad'arsku

Randolph L. Braham: A népirtas politikaja I. kotet
http://mek.oszk.hu/11500/11506/pdf/11506 1.pdf

27/ Randolph L. Braham: A népirtas politikaja II. kotet
http://mek.oszk.hu/11500/11506/pdf/11506 2.pdf

28/ FREY DORA: AZ AUSCHWITZ-JEGYZOKONYV (Auschwitz Protocols). EGY
MEG MINDIG KEVESSE ISMERT TORTENETI DOKUMENTU
http://www.eszmelet.hu/frey dora-az-auschwitz-jegyzokonyv-egy-meg-mindig-

kevesse-i/

Fragmenty z roznych pramenov upravil VP/TNIS
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https://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Columnists/Power-and-Politics-Perfidy-revisited
https://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Columnists/Power-and-Politics-Perfidy-revisited
https://www.weissmandl.org/TheUnheededCry/TheUnheededCry_Index.htm
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/rabbi-announces-deportation-of-hungarian-jewry
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/rabbi-announces-deportation-of-hungarian-jewry
https://moly.hu/konyvek/randolph-l-braham-a-nepirtas-politikaja-i-ii
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Randolph_L._Braham
http://mek.oszk.hu/11500/11506/pdf/11506_1.pdf
http://mek.oszk.hu/11500/11506/pdf/11506_2.pdf
http://www.eszmelet.hu/frey_dora-az-auschwitz-jegyzokonyv-egy-meg-mindig-kevesse-i/
http://www.eszmelet.hu/frey_dora-az-auschwitz-jegyzokonyv-egy-meg-mindig-kevesse-i/
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Zomriet ako Zidi@ bude musiet
kazdy z nas, ale zit ako Zidia — treba vediet!
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